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+6 TIRISTMAS—Nearly two thousand years ago ut 
on the first Christmas Gve, the Holy Star of Ns 

Bethlehem gleamed as the symbol of the most , 

sublime event in history—W atching and wait- * 

ing that night those Three Wise Men of the East had NS 
faith in their hearts. Faith serene and invincible. i 
The true spirit of the Christmas Season is evidenced " 

best by the expression of faith in our fellowmen, and in i 
worth-while things that have helped in our development’’ ‘i 
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High Praise for a Worthy Book | 


| 
Dr. H. D. Hoover 


former president of Carthage College, now a member 
of the faculty of the Gettysburg Theological Seminary 


Says: 


ope Christ Who Is All, by Amos John 


Traver, is a real book. It is informa- 

tional, inspirational. and devotional in 

the best meaning of those terms. If it is 

read and studied according to plan and 
purpose, it will help the reader to live the Jesus 
way. The illustrations live. It is prolific in 
quotable epigrams, lines and paragraphs. It is 
illuminated and beautified by select poems of 
superb texture, text and context. It not only 
provokes thought, but awakens thinking on high 
levels. It is provocative of the life we should 
live. It is usable and useful: Let every one of 
us seek to enlarge and increase its use. I leave 
off contemplating its fructifying pages with the 
feeling that it is refreshing, reassuring and re- 
invigorating.” 


No Need to Look Further for a Worthwhile 


CHRISTMAS GIFT 


for Your Young Friends! 
Tiere It isi! 


The Christ Who Is All 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Disturbed by disquieting doubt— 
Seeking solutions to the problems of vocation 
and adjustment to difficult life situations. 


FOR CHURCH MEMBERS 


Whose Christianity lacks fervor and tends to 
become dulled and casual— 


This Inspirational Help 


directs attention in a most convincing manner to 
the necessity of a surrender of one’s life to Christ 
as the point from which to work out toward a 
sure and happy solution of all life’s problems. 
Queries for Meditation or Discussion appended 
to each chapter make possible the use of this 


material for either private devotions or group dis- 
cussions. 


Cloth. Gilt Cover Title. 
PRICE, $1.00 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


860 oo Street 
219 Sixth Street pat 


Pittsburgh 1617 Sumter Street 


Columbia, S. 


Se 


‘Ring Out 


The National, State and 
Local Tuberculosis 
Associations of the 
United States 


BUY 
CHRISTMAS SEALS 


Tuberculosis 


Ring in Health 


MILTON’S HYMN TO THE NATIVITY 


It was the winter wild 
While the Heavenly Child 
All meanly wrapped in the rude manger lies. 
Nature in awe of Him 
Had doffed her gaudy trim 
With her great Master so to sympathize. 


No war nor battle sound 
Was heard the world around. 

The idle spear and shield were high uphung. 
The hooked chariot stood 
Unstained with hostile blood, 

The trumpets spake not to the armed throng, 
And kings sat still with awful eye 

As if they knew their Sovereign Lord was by. 


DEEDS ABOVE HEROIC 


“Not where the squadrons mass—not where the 
bayonets shine” stand the bravest men. No, nor in the 
pilot’s pit of the ocean-challenging airplanes. 

There are others—nameless to us, never at all seek- 
ing a spectacle of self-advantage or fame, who certainly 
deserve as much of the republic—and of civilization. 

Kipling once spoke for them: 

“There are no bugles to call the battalions, and yet 
without bugles we rally 

From the ends of the earth to the ends of the earth, 

Each man reporting for duty alone, out of sight, out of 
reach of his fellow.” 

They are the soldiers of science, set to guard our 
frontiers. 

Well within memory, the tropical coasts of America 
were places of peril; and Panama was a plague spot. The 
French had failed to dig the canal, largely through 
losses by yellow fever. 

Often, and frightfully, the deadly fever swept upon 
the gulf coast of our country. Knowing nothing of it, 
except that it seemed to spread from man to man and 
that it dealt awful death, Americans met it—in those 
early days—with shotguns. Sentinels watched the roads 
to stop the flight of the stricken into countries which 


yet were spared. Shotgun quarantines were the means 


of protection. 
But a doctor in Havana, Charley Finlay, dwelling 


beside the Death, formed the belief that mosquitoes, not 
man, spread the infection. An American commission 
tried out the theory on soldiers and others who offered 
themselves for the test. 
but knowledge was won. Microscopes and screens re- 
placed the shotgun as the means of protection; and 
science swept the plague from the borders of the na- 


Some died; some recovered; © 


tion, from the continent, and at last from the western 
hemisphere. 

There remained, in all the world, only a few dens 
in which lurked this particular Death; and ‘from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of the earth” volunteers 
appeared to follow into those last dens. Americans, 
some of them, sent by the Rockefeller Foundation; one 
an Irishman from Dublin, Adrian Stokes, who went to 
Lagos, West Africa, where the fever lurked in its most 
virulent form. 

“We are a bit full of ourselves,’ he wrote, “as we 
have the fish hooked. * * * Unless we are careless 
and break the tackle, it will only be a question of time. 
It may be years, but it must come.” It was not years 
for him; the Enemy struck him down. 

“Morale here excellent,’ cabled 
after he fell. “The work goes on!” 

To help carry it on, arrived from Japan, by way of 
America, Hideyo Noguchi. Accra, West Africa, was the 
spot where he went to work. He had helped drive the 
yellow death from the West; the problem now, was to 
prove whether the African plague was indentical with 
that which he had met, and beaten, in America. 

He demonstrated, by his death, that it was not. 

There is one quality of high courage which can be 
screwed to the sticking-point for the minutes required 
for a charge against machine-guns—or the day or two 
for an ocean flight. There is another quality of courage 
required of men like Stokes and Noguchi. “Death is a 
queer chap to live with for steady company.” 

So there are, as Milton wrote: 

“Deeds above Heroic, though in secret done, 

And unrecorded.” 


his companions, 


—GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 
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PATHMAKING AND PERSONAL EVANGELISM 
(Reporting the findings of one of the Omaha Discussion Groups) 
Rev. J. George Dorn, Leader 
Herbert Dichsen, Secretary 


“The group on Evangelism felt that there could be 
no true Christian life without an expression in caring for 
other souls. It was put in the words of a Jewish con- 
vert to Christianity, a member of the Glenwood Church 
in Toledo: ‘If I am not a missionary, I am not a 
Christian.’ 

“The reason for so little display of a spirit of 
concern was attributed to the blinding effect of the god 
of the world—the dollar. But the opportunity of soul 
winning was considered as a limitation of God for man’s 
co-operation. 

“How to do personal work was a significant con- 
sideration. 

“All must center in the Word of God. This does 
not necessarily mean the printed Word. The opinion 
prevailed that God is not a stereotyped God and works 
with individuals in individual ways, always centering 
in the Word. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


“Another question was whether any League had 
carried out such a program for personal evangelism. 


“The concensus of opinion seemed to favor a cabinet 
method, representing all organizations from each district 
of the community, to work on names of prospective, 
inactive, non-church members. 


“Tt was firmly stated that the objection to church 
membership because of the inconsistency in Christians 
was not a strong one, but merely an excuse. The final 
standard is to be Christ in the Word and not in the Man. 


“Teague members can do many things to help in 
personal evangelism. Several suggestions were made: 

“Canvass a new district for Sunday School scholars. 

“Report to the pastor names of prospective mem- 
bers who would then come to a series of lectures. 

“Give names to Leaguers and have them go and see 
them and try and interest them in Christ. 

“The spirit the Leaguers should have is this: A 


Christian must be a personal worker to be a real 
Christian.” 


Ne ee Ne ee 
An Intensly Interesting Letter from Heroes of the Cross 


CHINESE—BUT YOU CAN READ THIS LETTER 


(Why not answer this letter? It is a good long way from 


home in China, and our missionaries love letters “ormal introduc- 
tions are unnecessary.) 
Dear Friends: 

Here we are on opposite sides of a ball, ‘‘an orange” 
the geography teacher used to say. You in your small 
corner and we in ours. We are many miles apart in dis- 
tance, many days apart in time, but in thoughts not a 
second. Yet, it is much easier to transport ourselves, 
mentally, to you than transport you to us. Our sur- 
roundings and atmosphere are quite different from yours 
and it is hard to describe it to you; yet, our problets 
are much the same. We both deal with human nature, 
especially our own contrary selves. 

The people here eat and sleep, too, though many 
only have two meals a day and not much more than 
boards to sleep on. “It is a hard life’ would be con- 
tinually on our lips if we had to live the same life. Yet, 
they endure it cheerfully and get some pleasure out of 
it. But truly, they do not know the fullness of life, 
“the abundant life,’ which fellowship with Jesus brings. 

Just recently I attended the commencement of a 
“Ping Min” (common people’s) school. The pastor, an 
earnest, active Chinese Christian, has been teaching 
these boys, girls, men and women to read, to sing hymns 
and to know about Jesus. Yes! to know Jesus. My 
heart was thrilled to see the light lighting their faces. 
They knew that they had entered a door into a larger 
life. They have experienced a new power, a new joy. 
We, who cannot remember how it is not to be able to 
read, cannot appreciate what this light means to those 
who have, for many years, lived in darkness. This is 
one of the fruits of the Spirit. This is one of the en- 
couraging signs. 

Another hopeful sign is the Zion Lutheran Men’s 


English Bible Class here in Tsingtao. This class meets © 


in a small room which is used during the week as a 
Reading Room. This was made possible by the Men’s 
Bible Class of Zion Lutheran Church of Harrisburg, 


Pa., after which the class is named. This class is made 
up of young men who have come from different parts 
of the province or of the republic, and who are employed 
here in Tsingtao. Most of them are Christians. But 
they attract others to join with them in learning the 
lessons of the Bible. Thus the class serves two pur- 
poses: (1) drawing others to listen to the message of 
God; (2) nurturing these young men in Biblical truth 
and keeping them close to the Church. It is a real in- 
spiration to face these men on a Sunday morn. It is a 
responsibility, too, in which you, too, through your 
prayers, can share. 

These are encouraging signs because ome ts ap- 
palled by the ignorance, backwardness and emptiness of 
the lives of so many people. So much so that one won- 
ders if it is possible to renew their lives. We need the 
eternal, fresh hope of the Gospel to buoy us up. Yet 
God has not left Himself without witnesses even in this 
Middle Kingdom. We are entering into the fruits of 
other people’s labors and into the joys of the increase 
which God has given. Truly, the Morning Light is 
breaking. 

But, the most encouraging sign is the Church itself. 
Imagine a large brownstone church situated on a hill 
overlooking a beautiful bay. It is 10 A. M. on a Sun- 
day morning. The organist has just finished the pre- 
lude. The church (seating 500) is comfortably filled 
with Chinese men, women and children and a few for- 
eigners. From the voices of these an old familiar hymn 
rings out, swelling and filling the church. They are 
singing in Chinese, which still sounds strange to our 
ears. But your heart would thrill as did ours with the 
sound and as you enter, with the sight of the congre- 
gation of Chinese Christians singing their praises to 
God. A most inspiring sight! This inspiration must 
have been an inspiration to the Chinese, too, as most of 
them come from small chapels and congregations in the 
country. This was the opening service for the annual 
conference of the preachers, evangelists and teachers of 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


our mission. The conference lasted for one week with 
about ninety in attendance. These meetings, which in- 
cluded devotional, inspirational as well as business ses- 
sions, were well attended. The delegates spoke up more 
fcoely than formerly. They are taking a more active 
part in the affairs of the Conference generally. But they 
do not think and move along the same lines as we do, 
so we must be patient and allow things to move slow ly. 


On June 13th we left Peiping by train for Tsinan, 
where we spent several days with Presbyterian friends. 
Let me give you one of the pictures we saw while sight- 
seeing in the city. “In a dry and thirsting land where 
no water is’—where every mouthful of water must be 
boiled before drinking—this city is an oasis. In and 
surrounding the city there are no less than four hundred 
springs. We saw three of them within a radius of a 
ten-foot circle, bubbling high up into the air. These 
springs all go to form a large body of water which the 
folks there call their lake. A most unique lake, too. 
It is divided into water plots, just as we divide our land 
into land plots. Each plot the exact shape of a square 
or a rectangle. They are marked off one from the other 
by mud banks or cat-tails. Between every four or five 
there stands a small mud hut in which lives the “watch 
man” who continually guards these plots from mauraud- 
ers, of which there are plenty. They farm these plots 
with lotus plants and other water vegetables. The lotus 
roots cooked or fried are delicious. A long “water lane’’ 
runs criss-cross through the lake and down here small 
houseboats or rowboats travel, taking passengers for 
pleasure and to see the temples which are scattered on 
small islands throughout the lake and in which many 
Chinese still worship. Here one can see the old nursery 
rhyme illustrated, ‘““Rub-a-du-dub, three men in a tub.” 
Only here, there was one man in a regular wash tub, 
using an ordinary stick as a paddle or oar and paddling 
himself here, there and everywhere. This is the cheap- 
est mode of travel on the lake and quite picturesque. 
Tsinan is the capital of Shantung. 


Here we are in Tsingtao—the headquarters of our 
mission. Yet, we have not arrived, we are here and 
not here. Life has many paradoxes. We are here with 
our Western ideas plus a year’s study at the Language 
School in Peiping, but we have not yet prepared to 
enter into the life of the people. As Dan Crawford 
said: “In, but not far in.” So, we are learning slowly 
to speak the language and to understand the thoughts of 
these people. In scaling this language barrier we learn 
many lessons, not the least of which is patience with the 
mistakes of others. 


In September we will go to Kiaochow, one of the 
three main stations—Tsingtao and Tsimo being the 
others. Kiaochow is to be our station, here we will 
continue our language study for another year and do 
what we can to assist in the work. Of this I will write 
you later, and try to keep you posted from time to time 
of the progress of the work. We ask your earnest 
prayers for this great work before us and for His 
strength and grace for ourselves. 


Letters from the friends across the sea are most 
welcome and we shall be so glad to hear from you and 
surely try to answer them within a reasonable time. 


Yours in His service, 


MAZIE and CHARLES REINBRECHT, 


c/o Lutheran Church Mission 
Kiaochow, Shantung, China 


Address: 
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WE-1_ COME: 


eco SET ebls 


Luther Leaguers from Church of Our Saviour, Jersey City, 
at the New Jersey Convention. They were awarded 
the State Banner for the Second Consecutive Year 


Ja\ Jak Jae Jas Jak 


A HOPEFUL CONFERENCE 


Sister Edna Hill came to Headquarters recently to 
seek material for a course in Luther League aims and 
methods at the Baltimore Motherhouse. Deaconesses 
who leave this Motherhouse will certainly know their 
Luther League work. We hope for the future! 


Jaw Vat fan Way pat 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
UP TO OCTOBER 31, 1929 
League Quota Paid 
Northerny Caliiorniaseacmies sence $20.00 $20.00 
Southern California Jac. 220s) +e 50.00 50.00 
Columbiay District emcee seein 40.00 25.00 
Connecticut mercee erie 75.00 20.00 
Florida 35.00 20.00 
Georgia 40.00 15.00 
Illinois 300.00 178.25 
Lidia niaers ocr se sisson 150.00 67.50 
OGM alah sw a aque sticav cunt mensions eeiuelay a 80.00 40.00 
TRAP GAS CMC orn Ret oes ta cunt tetanic Soe euavicy 50.00 30.00 
IMiassylaracl iaeyepernrsteleversvoustetekersi/erekelters 350.00 245.00 
Michi gar gicetelccnsl sich vie msl eaicvsiere ale 50.00 52.00 
INEIRIILESO LAME Heiritere asia cteierscre ia etorelers 80.00 75.00 
INicbias Kagumerrersctpeiereicie eiarietroiaes 160.00 60.00 
Niewn Verse Vamsi winters tscate clstetcrensicare 80.00 85.00 
New aX OF. \arcicis a eterie sc nae s7eleieie ere 1,200.00 675.00 
INonthi Carolina tarsi) teaaraatars 500.00 152.00 
Nova Scotia -..-..-<:.--.-.... 15.00 20.00 
(Nite Boom anavocnocdauccocd auto 400.00 135.00 
Pacifie Northwest <2... sao 0 1 15.00 5.00 
Pets ylvania oo iis wets ctercace oie slers 2,100.00 1,175.00 
Rocky Mountain Synod ........ 15.00 15.00 
Side, M@anitelisr es ame. ecie ney EO EOOD 300.00 195.00 
MIRERAST « Neve tayel erate stoleto ster ctoserel aus iaietelels 60.00 45.00 
WitTsine. qasonncboomoceadenetou 100.00 211.00 
WMS Wiresineh Sadgandadccan.cunon 25.00 10.00 
Wisconsin Abia gto MOCO OOS ryt 100.00 20.00 
e ———$—— 
UL Cy Geld Mun sarosral nce an jfe-cator ayia pets cee cel $6,500.00 $3,640.75 
DUES REPORT 
INCLUDING NOVEMBER 8, 1929 
League Treasurer Amt. Bld. Amt. Pd. 
NORTH. CALIF. .-Rose Lengyel ...... $ 48.00 $ 48.00 
SOUTH. CALIF. .. Wendel Larson ..... 70.00 70.00 
CANADIAD@ teem etrett Nom Naniel ieee No Bill 164.55 
COL DIS Tiwercn nsec Ralph Luedtke ..... 30775) an pert satas 
CONNECLEC Ulm. Wm. Schleicher 98.25 98.25 
IDIEONRIEDIN, saoaccoooes Carl Nicholson ..... 40.00 40.00 
(Geongiawe Writers iMiyeqe Jekoecicas oan HOWE — ssaonoc 
TIONS, Zogomons can Herman Gerasimos . 231.75 231.75 
TEND ANNA ie retereveretonece iets Katherine Loemker.. 137.50 137.50 
HONS secon noudko oid oO Edwin) fonne wy. a.) 100.00 100.00 
UNNIVAGS Sas noaconcoos Ernest Johnson 86.25 86.25 
MARYLAND SYNOD.Hall Krebs ........ 500.00 500.00 
MICHIGAN SYN. ..Harold Sundberg 63.50 63.50 
IVIN INES OAC i aeration George Maier ...... 78.75 78.75 
NGOS oosenosemooen Clarence Alexander . 163.50 100.00 
INPDAYY TERNS Seo oo de Robert Frame ..... 76.50 76.50 
INMDOWE SCORRUS omotionaton Ce Ga Dittmer cae. 612.50 618.91 
NO. CAROLINA ..... Ruth Blackwelder 619.50 619.50 
NO S.COTVAG re ivan sochttare’ ..\ee.\- 30.50 30.50 
OVS. anoaobedtanns SuecK Bries C. Greiner) .:... 375.00 300.00 
PAC. NORTHWEST ..Howard Helmick ... 21.25 21.25 
Pennsylvania |. cee crore Luther C. Lang .... 2,344.00 1,953.33 
ROCKY MT. SYN. ...V. N. Oaklead 15.00 17.50 
SO. CAROLINA H. Alton Roof 409.75 409.75 
TEXAS .....<-- SEL ww eiganduia.es 67.75 67.75 
\Wotqehanel eo@hamodaoanws BR) Bas LEAD OS) ales sneha 486.25 286.25 
WEST VIRGINIA ...Marie E. Hartman.. 25.00 25.00 
Wills COINISIUIN Sar aereras cle Alma itensels <). 2 <1. 59.50 59.50 


$6,925.50 $6,204.29 
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PLANS FOR PORTO RICO 
1. Emphasize the devotional meeting on the 26th 
If possible have an entire evening with the 
pageant, or have a 


of January. 
congregation as guests. Give a 
speaker, or offer a stereoptican lecture, or render the 
program which will in the January Review. 
Make an appeal for a big offering. 


2. The pageant, “In his sign 


appear 


Conquer,’ a re- 


vised form of Mrs. Copenhaver’s pageant given at 
Omaha, is now ready for distribution. Order trom 
Headquarters. It’s free. 


3. “Fourteen Facts” is also ready. It is a general 
pamphlet on Porto Rico. Free. 

4. Another four-page pamphlet is also ready giv- 
ing the story of the Training School and on the back 
page the method of campaign. Free. 

5. Six sets of stereoptican slides with a typewritten 
lecture are placed at the following locations: 

1. At the American Board of Missions, 39 E. 35th 
St., New York City; 2. At Headquarters; 3. At Marion, 
Va., Miss May Scherer; 4. At Omaha, Nebr., Mr. Her- 
bert Fischer, 1300 First National Bank Building; 5. At 
Lutheran Publication House, 860 Cass St., Chicago, IIL; 
6. At Columbus, Ohio, Rev. R. G. Schulz, Jr., 423 Clin- 
ton Building. 

Order from the most convenient place. 
portation charges only. 

6. The January Review will carry a fine program 
prepared by Miss Scherer. 

7. If you want a speaker write Headquarters. 

Let’s get an early start and melt those quotas away 
like ice in Florida! 


Pay trans- 


Ja fat tak Jak Jak 


MONTE FLORES 

We have started things down in Porto Rico. The 
Government Architect has been asked to submit a ten- 
tative sketch of the Training School to the Executive 
Committee of the League. When approved, a cut of the 
new building will appear in the Review. 

It is the chief topic at every get-together of our 
missionaries on the Island. The kindergarten teachers 
are on tiptoe of expectancy. It seems almost too good 
to be true, they have been waiting so long. The best 
contractor in San Juan has been notified so that he will 
be ready to break ground as soon as the word is given. 

State Leagues have formulated definite plans for 
raising their full quota. Which will be the first to 
reach its goal? Pennsylvania or New York? Ohio or 
Illinois? Some League on the Pacific Coast or the 
Atlantic Seaboard? Or is some League getting ready 
to spring a surprise? 

Our young people recognize the need and value 
of such a school and are happy to make it their ‘“‘spec- 
ial.’ Monte Flores is one of the show places in Porto 
Rico. 80,000 people in San Juan “look up” to it as its 
loftiest elevation. We want this Training School to 
be like a city set on a hill which cannot be hid. 

Start the “special” at once and watch it grow. 
It is a fine exhibit of team work. All at it, all together, 
our watchword, “Out to Serve.” 


JN dak Sok ah 
OHIO AND PORTO RICO 
Treasurer Earle C. Greiner of Ohio is the source 
of the following interesting information. Thank you. 
Who else has something to tell about our work in 
Porto Rico? 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


“The first Lutheran Church in Porto Rico was 
erected in Catano and was dedicated on August 16, 
1903. Rev. Herbert F. Richards, of Zanesville, was the 
pastor and preached the dedicatory sermon. The church 
was built during the winter and spring preceding and 
the man who was responsible for the work was the late 
Rev. C. H. Hemsath, of Pennsylvania. Rev. Hemsath, 
before going to Pennsylvania, was pastor of the Rose- 
ville-Deavertown parish of the Central Conference. 
This makes the beginnings of Lutheranism in Porto 
Rico all the more interesting and attractive to Ohio 
Leaguers.” 


The Youth Group of the Manitoba Synod 
Jn Wes fa Sea 


RING IN HEALTH! 
(Elizabeth Cole) 

In the olden days anyone could be a bell ringer. 
Sometimes a citizen had to pay for the privilege and 
if a man abused the honor he had to pay a fine. In All 
Saints’ Church at Hastings these words were written: 


“This is a belfry that is free 
For all those that civil be, 
And if you please to chime or ring 
It is a very pleasant thing.” 


All through history from the 16th century, which 
was the golden age of bells, chimes have called out to 
people their cheerful messages—usually telling a story. 
For example, when the old year was departing the 
bells would be tolled in sadness for the dying year— 
then when 12 o’clock had struck the merry peals shouted 
forth their welcome to the new year. 

And it is interesting to realize that the cup given 
for prizes in sports or deeds of bravery is in reality a 
bell inverted. Truly the bell has always been a happy 
symbol and bell ringing suggests picturesque tales of 
all times. 

It seems fitting that on the gay little Christmas seal 
for 1929 a bell ringer should be portrayed. He is tug- 
ging at the heavy bell, ringing in health, a joy in living, 
for the new year. 

Each year the seal is decorative and brings its 
message of health at the Christmas season to remind 
people that sickness can be prevented. So well known 
have these stamps become indeed that it is interesting 
to realize they originated in a small way only twenty- ~ 
two years ago. In 1907 the first seals were sold in this 
country to help build a tuberculosis pavilion in the 
State of Delaware. Miss Emily P. Bissell had read 
about a postal clerk in Denmark whose idea of decor- 
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ating Christmas mail with the stamps to secure money 
[A eee sane im Copenhagen appealed to her. 
a g : = e sum of $3,000 was raised that 
cs sa pa AE fea 

y year until today this 
cheerful method of raising money is an annual event 
without which the Christmas 
complete. 

Thanks to this tiny Christmas seal, State after 
State has been organized to attack tuberculosis with a 
scientific program. Together, led by the national body 
they have brought into existence nearly all of the aoe 
ent-day community machinery that combats this teas 
Money raised by the Christmas seal is not sufficient to 
build and conduct hospitals, clinics, open air schools 
and other necessary measures, so the tuberculosis as- 
sociation’s program consists largely of preventive work 
and of arousing public opinion to the need for insti- 
tutions that can be maintained by official agencies, State, 
county, municipal, or federal. The Christmas seal cam- 
paign is an intensive educational campaign which has 
helped to bring about the passing and enforcement of 
health laws; the placing of tuberculosis specialists and 
nurses in many communities; the circulating of printed 
matter on disease prevention in schools, homes and 
factories. An active public interest in tuberculosis con- 
trol has been instigated among civic, political, commer- 
cial, social and religious groups. 


season would 


not be 
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The funds raised from the annual seal sales have 
always been used in the communities where the seals 
were purchased. Only five per cent is contributed to 
the National Tuberculosis Association which acts as a 
clearing house, or in other words, as the hub in the 
big wheel of co-ordinated health work. In this way a 
feeling of personal and proprietary interest is created in 
those who support the sales. 

And this support is stupendous. Advertising agen- 
cies, motion picture theatres, editors, publishers, wom- 
en’s clubs, business men’s clubs, parent-teacher asso- 
ciations, labor unions and lodges have given such gen- 
erous co-operation to the national and local tubercu- 
losis associations that without their help the program 
could never be so successfully carried through. 

Indeed, that loyal help given by rich and poor, chil- 
dren and grown-ups, individuals and groups, is of more 
permanent benefit than the money itself. For it means 
that all people have been made aware of the fact that 
sickness prevention is possible—that health is purchas- 
able. The educational value of the seal is inestimable. 

This year again the seal carries its message of 
health throughout the country. Every one in Decem- 
ber has a chance to be a bell ringer as in the olden 
days. “Ring in a year of health with the merry Christ- 
mas seal’ is the story that goes out into the world on 
millions of letters and packages this joyous Christmas 
season. 


Ce Se BS 
GOSSIP ABOUT THE FAMILY 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Harrisburg District heard Rey. Burleigh A. Peters, of Grace 
Church, Altoona, at their Annual Presidents’ and Workers’ Banquet. 
It was an inspiring occasion. 

; Ernest Freeburn, editor of the Johnstown ‘“‘Spark’’, is starting 
in at Gettysburg to prepare for the ministry. Splendid! 

r. W. C. Schaeffer, of Allentown, will address the Tri-District 
Rally of Harrisburg, York and Lancaster Districts at Grace Church, 
Lancaster, Tuesday evening, November 26th. 

Lancaster District Workers’ Dinner was held at Reamstown 
with Luther C. Schmehl, of Reading, as speaker. Wonder if he 
wore his Arab shrunk garb? 

Rev. James Harrison, of Advent, Lancaster, spoke at the Life 
Service Rally of Lancaster District at Zion Church. 

Lancaster District met on November 11th at Christ Church. 
Among the speakers were Rev. Charnelson, Dr. Reichert and Dr. 
Blackwelder. 

Philadelphia District is starting on its fall program with con- 
siderable vim and vigor, the 36th Annual Fall Convention being 
held Tuesday, October 22, 1929, in St. Mark’s Church, Broad and 
Chelten Avenue, with Rev. P. M. Kinports, Hershey, Pa., as speaker. 

The growth of the District in the past year has been most 
inspiring, 8 new Leagues being admitted to the District and a gross 
increase in membership of approximately 350 being experienced. 
This is a record-breaking achievement for the District and if the 
pace is to be maintained this year—as all indications tend to indi- 
cate—Philadelphia will soon take its place among the most active 
Districts of the State and National Leagues, present membership 
being well over 1,000 with over 40 active Senior Leagues and 10 
new Leagues in process of organization, An active Intermediate 
District Luther League has been organized with Charles Ott, of 
Advocate, as the first Intermediate President. At the organization 
meeting over 100 Intermediates from all sections of the District were 
present and future progress of a tangible nature is assured. 

The District is now divided into four Sectional Leagues, each 
Section having its own officers and periodical meetings at times not 
conflicting with District functions. Each of the four Sectional 
Leagues are now planning their regular Fall Rally for November. 

Formal District activities were inaugurated for the year at an 
Executive Banquet held at the Arcadia Cafe, September 17th, 1929, 
at which all the National officers were present, together with about 
forty of the Local, Section and District League officers and active 
leaders of the various departments. 

Officers elected for the year are: President, Marvin H. Eckardt; 
Vice-President, Earl F. Stoner; Treasurer, Henry G. Herwig; Re- 
cording Secretary, Bessie H. Gotthold; Corresponding Secretary, 
Esther F. Bachofer; Financial Secretary, Charles Vogelsang; Statis- 
tical Secretary, Frank H. Heffner. 

The Tenth Annual Banquet of the York District Luther League 
was held on Tuesday evening, October Ist, 1929, in the auditorium 
of our local Y. M. C. Three hundred and twenty-nine enthus'- 
astic Luther Leaguers attended this peppy event, which was very 
much in evidence by the noise and group singing led by our faithful 


Chaplain, Rey. S. L. Hench, of Dallastown League. Each member 
present was presented with the District colors, gold and white, and 
also a celluloid Luther League button. A fine program of music 
was arranged and the speaker for the evening was Rev. E. Martin 
Grove, of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Harrisburg, who has a smile 
that never wears off. His theme was “Thinking and Living.” <A 
great deal of inspiration is given to our young people during these 
affairs and prove very successful for the carrying on of the fall and 
winter program. 
NEBRASKA 


League activity at North Platte is drifting back. Vacations 
are about over. The big summer picnics, the immense Omaha 
Convention, and the Leaguers, eager for full time work, surely 
make everything look good for a splendid increase in service to 
the Church. 

A watermelon feed was served to the honorary boy members 
by the girls of the Missionary Department of the League. The girls 
believe that the boys like to be honorary members, for being such 
they get a treat every once in a while. 

Members of the League journeyed to Gothenburg, a town about 
25 miles from North Platte, one Sunday last month, to enjoy an 
afternoon and evening of getting acquainted and fellowship. Future 


plans indicate a continuance of these meetings. 
A minstrel show is planned for November, and a_ birthday 
party the first week in December to raise money for the local 


Leagues’ objectives. 

One of the socials listed in the Review was used by these 
Leaguers at a Union League Party and was pronounced the best 
party ever given by the League. Thanks to the Review for the 
Social Page. 

An invitation to have the 1930 Nebraska League convention 
at North Platte has been received by the President, Herbert Fischer. 
Action on the matter has not as yet been made definite, but we fee! 
that ‘‘Go West, Young Leaguers’”’ may be the slogan soon. 


Election of officers in the Hastings League resulted in the 
following: President, Greta  Polenske; Vice-President, Walter 
Thomas; Secretary, Helen Holbrock; Treasurer, Lena Kreienheder ; 
and Educational Secretary, Freida Stromer. This is Miss Polenske’s 
second term and reports are that she fills the position splendidly. 


Rev. Henry Scherer, Field Secretary of Midland College, Fre- 
mont, was the chief speaker at a recent devotional meeting. He 
spoke on the three definite things Midland has to offer, namely: 
increases vision, strengthens character, and consecrates leadership. 


Grace, Lincoln, is starting a new year with a great deal of 
enthusiasm and good-will on the part of its members. We are 
emphasizing co-ordination of the university student class in the 
Sunday School and the Luther League, trying to make them one 
group rather than two distinct groups as has been the case before. 
We are serving light lunches at cost price. This seems to bring 
out more students every Sunday evening. The fellowship during 
this social hour is gratifying in that it makes them feel at home 
in Grace Church among her members. 


Page ss:x 


Kountze Memorial, Omaha, had a special study of 5 uch 
America; made posters and scrapbooks; memorizes Bible ve.ses at 
each meeting; he:ped in the Junior Rally and presentation ac the 
Omaha Cvnvention. 

INDIANA 

Miss Grace Scholl has resigned as Missionary Secretary ol the 

Synodical League. In her place, Russell Bussabarger, of Gethsemane 


Luther League, Corydon, Ind., has been appointed. His auadress 
is R. No. 1, Corydon, Ind. ee : 

Our mission work this year means the raising of the ba ance 
of the $500 pledged to home mission work of our Synod. so far 
$255.35 has been raised, leaving a balance of $244.65. We shoulda do 
this before we begin upon the Luther League Training School 


project in Porto Rico. ‘the above task has been awaiting its com- 
pletion long enough, Leaguers, please send in your rem.ttance tor 
the Home Mission Fund to the ‘lreasurer as soon as po-sibie, before 


June, 1930. Let's complete this work now. | 
St. Peter’s, Corydon, gave the program, “The Hope of the 
Church”; sent scrapbooks to the Bethany Gurls’ School in India ; 


contributed $19.30 to the building fund. | i 
St. Mark’s, Indianapolis, holds a public meeting once a month ; 
contributed to missions, the building fund and South America. 


MARYLAND 


The three Secretaries from Headquarters were at Washington 
recently to share in the Educational program of Incarnation, Rev. 
Henry Manken, pastor. On Sunday afternoon a workers’ conference 
on Senior problems brought together a very representative group to 
discuss problems with Uncle Amos. ‘Bob’ Volland, President of 
the D. C. District, was on hand. Ask him about his red and yellow 
color scheme. , ie = 

The D. C. League is backing the Washington Training School 
again this year. Dr. Wickey is dean. 

Dr. H. Dennington Hays, popular among Luther Leaguers 
everywhere, has been seriously ill but is now back on the job at 
St. Mark’s, Washington, D. C. : 

Baltimore District is having a mission study class each Friday 
evening at Trinity Church. Rev. Fred W. Lindke, formerly mission- 
ary to Porto Rico, is the leader. ‘ 

Cumberland will entertain the next Synodical Convention. 

Walheville has a new. League. Rev. Seibel is pastor, ‘ 

Zion, Lauraville, Baltimore, sent a contribution to the Mt. Airy 
Summer Home for poor children. a , 

Trinity, Taneytown, contributed $18 at a Thanksgiving meeting; 
sent $5 to Loysville Orphan Home; gave $5 for India lace work. 

St. John’s, Cumberland, have all of their Juniors regular church 
attendants; one-half of the children have completed the Memory 
Work course. te : 

St. John’s, Washington, D. C., had the Junior officers installed 
at the regular morning service; united with the Seniors in giving a 
tea to Dr. Mary Baer; contributed to Chirala Chapel, Chirala, India; 
gave an India Lace Day program; contributed to South America; 
took out a Sustaining Membership. 

St. Stephen’s, Washington, D. C., contributed $30 to missions 
and local work. 

Jerusalem, Baltimore, pledged $50 to their building fund; gave 
a program at the Old Folks’ Home. 

Christ, Baltimore, contributed $6 to 
America, $5 for a Sustaining Membership. 

Atonement, Washington, C., sent scrapbooks to the Child- 
rens Hospital; use the Reading Course; made an African sand 
table village. 

Zion, Waynesboro, a Gold Star League, sent fruit and jellies 
to the hospital; made scrapbooks and posters; gave a model meet- 
ing at the Synodical convention; contributed $38.15 to various causes. 


missions, $5 to South 


NEW YORK 


Newlyweds who recently visited Headquarters were Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Nerdeck, both of St. Thomas Church, New York City, 
and both confirmed during the pastorate of the General Secretary. 
Mrs. Nerdeck is better known to Luther Leaguers as Salome Weis. 
Happy days! 

St. John’s, Syracuse, sent $10 to the Virgin Islands; contri- 
buted $30 to its own church. 

St. John’s, Lynbrook, L. I., sent a box of toys to the Brook- 
lyn Inner Mission Society; made an African village; is memorizing 
the Books of the Bible, the Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, 
Twenty-third Psalm and Creed. 

Keformation, Buffalo, contributed $15 to the local church; had 
a Junior Mission Study Class; holds socials on holidays. 

St. Paul’s, Liverpool, makes scrapbooks, paper flowers, Luther 
League emblems, Noah’s Arks, posters, and sent favors for the Jun- 
ior Luncheon at Omaha. ‘ 

St. Matthew’s, Oswego, contributed $40 to the local church ; 
had promotion to the Intermediate League. 

Holy Comforter, New York City, sent scrapbooks, toys, games 
and food to the Inner Mission Society. 

Zion, Cobleskill, took out two Sustaining Memberships; helped 
the Senior League in a pageant; is making scrapbooks. 

Grace, Buffalo, serves as a Junior choir every Sunday night ; 
held a Japanese Tea; made “‘Sunshine Bags”; pledged $75 to the 
building fund. 

Atonement, Saugerties, held a service for two shut-ins; had a 
class on “Martin of Mansfeld; made Luther Booklets; is memoriz- 
ing the Commandments, Creed and Books of the Bible. 

Advent, New York City, is helping the Slovak Junior League 

and the Old Folks’ Home; contributed $23.55; has a boys’ nS 
with manual training; made favors for the Omaha Junior Luncheon ; 
and had a Junior at Omaha. 
_ Our Saviour, Jamaica, contributed $25 to China; had installa 
tion service for the officers; held a Reformation meeting; is contri- 
buting $1 a month to the Inner Mission Society; gave a demon- 
stration meeting in two churches; sent clothes to the Konnarock 
School; has a Junior choir. 


St. Paul’s, Johnstown, a Gold Star League, contributed $32.23; 
gave a program at the Old Folks’ Home; sent baskets of fruit to 
shut-ins; won the banner_at Omaha for the best scrapbook; sent 
box of clothing to Rev. Killinger for mountain work in Virginia ; 
sent two Mexican Friendship Bags. 
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St. Luke’s, Farmingdale, contributed $101.25; is a Gold Star 
League; sent a box to Porto Rico; sang in the hospital ; ee 
flowers to the sick; sent a box to Konnarock Mission and eight 

riendship Bags to Mexico. : 
Soe TARO) Hollis, a Gold Star League, contributed $112.95; 
sent box to the Virgin Islands; gave two demonstrations at Dis- 
trict conventions; has 19 completing the Reading Course; has 10 
“Little Leaguers’’ who do special handwork at each meeting. : 

Redeemer, Utica, a Gold Star League, has poster contests ; 
made a scrapbook on the United Lutheran Church; uses the “‘Little 
Leaguers’’ programs; gives special public programs. 


CONNECTICUT 

George Kritz, one of the popular Leaguers from Southington, 
known throughout the State and loved by all, met with a tragic 
end this past summer. While diving he sustained a broken neck 
and died a few days later, July 12th, at the Meriden Hospital. The 
local League sufters a great loss and all State Leaguers will no 
doubt miss him very much. ; ; : 

Emmanuel, Meriden, visits the sick and shut-ins; has the Juniors 
give talks and stories on missions in the Bible School; is memoriz- 
ing parts of the Catechism; has a study class on Martin of 


Mansfeld.” 
MICHIGAN 


The Annual Fall Rally and Banquet of the Detroit District 
Luther League was held at Jefferson Avenue Lutheran Church, on 
Wednesday evening, September 25, 1929. Rey. Gruber gave a very 
inspiring talk about Martin Luther and the Catechism. — | 

St. Mark’s Uniondale, Ind., contributed $50 to missions and 
benevolence; sent gift to the Oesterlen Home; is making picture 
books. 

St. Paul’s, Middlebury, Ind., sent Daily Vacation Bible School 
supplies to the Junior Leagues in Porto Rico; made scrapbooks and 
an African village; belongs to the ‘“‘Good Neighbor Club.” 


ILLINOIS 


The Luther League of Chicago held its thirty-fifth anniversary 
banquet in the Hotel Knickerbocker on October 9th. ‘‘Min’’ Peter- 
son as toastmistress was very much the life of the party. She 
has held offices in city, state and general Leagues for fifteen consecu- 
tive years. (Editor’s note: ‘‘Not fifteen !’’) 

The speakers were Rev. Rudolph G. Schulz, of Columbus, O.; 
Rev. C. E. Dolbeer, of Villa Park; Clarence Wieghart, President 
of the Luther League of Illinois; J. Alex Nelson, a former Presi- 
dent of the Luther League of Illinois, and Al G. Gorsky, President 
of the Luther League of Chicago. 

Two of the original organizers and one of the charter members 
who were on the program were Rev. Frank E. Jensen, D.D., pastor 
of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church; Rev. John J. Clemens, of Aurora, 
and C. T. Anderson, who was Treasurer of the Luther League of 
America for six years and President for four years. 


OHIO 


St. Luke’s, Springfield, in the first few months of organization, 
made twenty posters to advertise their meetings. 

2 First, Crestline, read ‘‘Martin of Mansfeld” in its regular meet- 
ings. 

Oesterlen Home, Springfield, helped organize a Junior League 
at Newport, Kentucky. 

Lordstown, Warren, held a joint meeting with the Seniors; 
took out a Sustaining Membership; has most of the Juniors attend- 
ing two church services each Sunday. 

St. Peter’s, Lancaster, contributed $30 to various causes; uses 
the Reading Course. 

Trinity, Akron, has 80 members; gave a program at the Home 
for the Aged; helped organize a Junior League at the Hungarian 
Mission; sends the ‘“‘Message for the Day” to Shut-ins; made a 
scrapbook on the work of our United Lutheran Church. 

St. James’, Cleveland, held a public Reformation meeting. 

_ Holy Trinity, Salem, sent a box to Porto Rico; sent two Friend- 
ship Bags to Mexico; contributed $15 ta the local church and $18 
in a Thankoffering; helped organize Junior League in North George- 
town. 

Glenwood, Toledo, a Gold Star League, put flowers on the 
altar on Luther’s birthday; gave an India Lace Day program; gave 
“Junior League Aims” pageant on Luther League Night; had a 
birthday party; contributed $12.80 as a Thankoffering; took out a 
Sustaining Membership; has Bible verses at roll call. 

Grace, Toledo, sent colored Bible picture cards to Africa; is a 
Gold Star League; has monthly socials; filled 20 baskets for the 
Inner Mission Society; is studying “Martin of Mansfeld’; gave 
three framed pictures to the Primary Department; sent material to 
the Oesterlen Home. 

First, Findlay, a Gold Star League, contributed $26.32 to various 
causes; gives public programs; has contests and written exercises 
on topics; studied “Martin of Mansfeld.” 

Olivet, Toledo, a Gold Star League, made jumping jacks for the 
Inner Mission Society; uses the Reading Course; memorizes hymns; 
had outdoor devotional with picnic. 

The following items come from the “Ohio Luther Leaguer.” 

Miss Gladys Baker, Recording Secretary of the Western District 
Luther League, entered into life eternal on September 9th. 

Miss Baker was a member of Bethany Lutheran Church, Lima, 
and had been very active in local and State Luther League work. 
Her interest and counsel relative to Luther League work will be 
missed by those who are “carrying on.” 

In another news item published in the last issue of the Ohio 
Luther Leaguer, reference was made to three Luther League Presi- 
dents who will be members of Wittenberg’s freshman class. There 
will be a fourth Luther League President in the presence of Aubrey 
R. Bowen, of the New Amsterdam Luther League of British Guiana. 
Mr. Bowen will study for the ministry. Ohio Luther Leaguers wel- 
com 3 Zone pone ee fom South America in their midst 

nd wis od’s riches essing on him as he 
usefulness in the Master’s Rinedone DEP pine ane 

Howard Brown, 1320 W. Bancroft Street, a member of Glen- 

wood Lutheran Church, is the new President of the Toledo Federa- 


tion. The Federation meets monthly bet D- 
ee ee y between the months of Sep 
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Canton-Youngstown Federation meetin xs always draw attend 
ances of about 250 Luther Leaguers. This Hi de nt oa is responding 
to the challenge to familiarize its members with all phases of the 
program of the Luther League of America. At the August meeting 
held at North Georgetown, two Leagues were charged with the re- 
sponsibility of pipes the work to each department of the Luther 
League of America before the Federation. Thus, the Junior Depart- 
ment might be assigned to North Georgetown-Sebring, the Inter- 
mediate to Salem-Warren, and so on. The Leagues are charged 
with the responsibility of working out plans for bringing the work 
of their respective department before the Federation during the com- 
mg year. Certainly, Miss Mirtie Ross, the President, has adopted 
a unique plan and the experiment will be watched with interest. 

Two new Federations have recently been organized in the Cen- 
tral District. Dana_ Kreider, Wadsworth, was lected President of 
the Eastern Federation, and Rolland Dozer, Roseville, President of 
the Southern Federation. When a Federation is organized in the 
Mansfield section it will mean that every League in the Central 
District will be linked up to a Federation. This will contribute to 
a more closely knit organization and make possible a more pro- 
nounced State and National Luther League consciousness. “Every 


Local League in a Federation” is one of the goals of the Luther 
League of Ohio. 


Herbie Schnepf, President of the Cleveland City League, is busy 
these days “talking up” ipti “Luther League 


d. mat up’ subscriptions for the 
Banner”, official publication of the Cleveland Federation. 


__ Springfield Federation met October 4th at St. Luke’s Church. 
(Dies. Wale E. Krueger. of tlamma Divinity School, was the speaker. 
Leaguers in this District are very active at present owing to the 


fact that the Southern District Convention will be held at Urbana 
on November 15th and 16th. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Trinity Memorial, Keyser, has half of its members regular 


church attendants; took out a Sustaining Membership; had a picnic; 
holds monthly socials. 


GEORGIA 


St. John’s, Rincon, held a joint meeting with a neighboring 


Sunday School; attended a rally; made Luther League emblems 
and mottoes. 


Ascension, Savannah, sent cards to the Orphan Home; helped 
at the State convention ; took out a Sustaining Membership for 
their pastor; held an all day picnic; making scrapbooks and posters. 


TEXAS 


Trinity, Victoria, had a Junior Mission Study Class; helped 
Rey. Killinger’s mountain work; took out a Sustaining Membership ; 
uses the Reading Course. 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA LUTHER LEAGUE 


The Eighth Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
Synod of Virginia, was held July 31-August 2, at St. John’s Church, 
Knoxville, Tennessee, Rev. James Cadwallader, Acting Pastor. 

The theme of the convention was “Our Quest” around which 
all of the addresses centered. Devotions were conducted each day 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Edgar Knies, pastor of Virginia Heights 
Church, Roanoke, Virginia. Greetings were extended by Miss 
Barbara Blankenship, and responded to by Mr. Gerhard Henricksen. 

Reports from the various Luther Leagues in this territory were 
very encouraging. Several able speakers were present, among them 
Rev. : . Anderson, who gave a very interesting address on 
“Vouth’s Greatest Quest”; Rev. H. Copenhaver, President of 
Marion College, on ‘‘Youth and Missions.’ 

Fraternal greetings were extended by the following Student 
Secretaries: Marion College, Miss Madge Snider; Roanoke College, 
Mr. D. B. Welsh; and Wittenberg College, Mr. C. R. Isley. 

Thursday_morning, August Ist, a sunrise service was held at 
the Williams-Henson Home and School for Boys. This service was 
very impressive. Rev. Chas. Steck, Jr., gave an address, his 
subject being “The Voice of God in Nature.” ; 

Thursday evening a banquet was held at Holston Hills Country 
Club, with James Cadwallader as toastmaster. 

Friday, August 2nd, departmental discussions were conducted: 
Missionary, Mary Morehead; Life Service, Kathryn Henna; Educa- 
tional, Louise Saker; Business, Gerhard Hendricksen; Junior-Inter- 
mediate, Vivian Cronk. a 

In the afternoon there was a re-cognization of Leagues, and 
the following officers were elected for the following year: President, 
Vivian Cronk; Vice-President, Katherine Hangar; Treasurer, M. M. 
Duncan; Recording Secretary, Mae Teufel; and Statistical Secre- 

Mae Cartwright. bh , 
aie next Oe edion will be held at Virginia Heights Church, 
Roanoke, Virginia, the time to be announced later. 

Virginia Heights, Roanoke, has a joint meeting once a month 
with the Seniors; memorizes Bible verses; is using the Reading 
Course; took out a Sustaining Membership. 
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; NEW JERSEY 
First, Palmyra-Riverton, hold monthly socials. 


Trinity, Runnemede, held a public meeting; 


a i 7 has Juniors at all 
District rallies a 


; sends flowers to sick; helped at the State convention. 

St. John’s, Jersey City, entertained at the Old Folks’ Home; 
packed a box for the hospital in Liberia, Africa; held a joint meet- 
ing with the Intermediate League; is using Junior Reading Course. 


Epiphany, Camden, made scrapbooks for the Children’s Home; 
contributed to Jewish missions; assists the Sunday School in giving 
pageants. 

Christ, Trenton, 


; : i contributed $20 to the local church; assisted 
in Florida relief; 


has 12 of the 15 members daily Bible readers. 


NOVA SCOTIA 


St. Matthew’s, Rose Bay, has a Junior choir singing every Sun- 
day morning; had a summer school for the Junior Leaguers; made 
an African village; is a Gold Star League. 


ALABAMA STATE LUTHER LEAGUE CONFERENCE 


The Alabama State Luther League held a most successful con- 
ference at Christ English Lutheran Church, Cullman, on Sunday 
afternoon ana evening, October 20th. The two Leagues which com- 
prise this organization live only fifty-four miles apart which gives 
them an advantage of proximity to balance the disparity of numbers. 

At the afternoon session the Luther League Goals were dis- 
cussed under the general title “Growth in Grace and Other Things.” 
Margaret Thelander led the devotional service. Rev. H. Heinz- 
mann, of the Cullman church, addressed the conference on ‘‘Growth 
in Grace,” paying particular attention to the problems of the devo- 
tional service of the League. Mrs. Y. Carpenter presented the 
daily Bible reading under the title ‘““Growth in the Knowledge of the 
Bible.” She presented a number of workable plans for daily Bible 
reading. Miss Emma Slaven presented the thought of improved 
devotional services under the title ‘Growth in Worship.’’ She showed 
how the League must be faithful to the fundamental principles of 
worship. Miss Marguerite Eberhardt presented a clear outline of 
the Luther League Reading Course under the title ‘Growth in the 
Knowledge of Church History and Doctrine.’’ Her presentation 
was an introduction to its adoption as a goal of the Leagues in their 
regular program. Otto Christianson argued for subscriptions and 
reading of the Luther League Review and The Lutheran under the 
title “Growth in the Knowledge of the Progress of the Church.” 

rs. H. H. Heinzmann argued for the mission study course 
under the title ‘Growth in the Knowledge of Missions.’ Her 
address was the opening of an educational campaign in missions as 
a goal of the League. 

Dr. S. N. Carpenter discussed the subject ‘“‘Growth in the 
Knowledge of God’s Will—Life Service.” He summed up the 
points of the afternoon program and presented a twelve point goal 
for the State League. The twelve points summarize the goal 
standards of the Luther League of America with a few minor 
changes to adapt them to the use and purpose of the Alabama 
League. The schedule will be considered by the several Leagues 
for final action at the Second State Convention in July, 1930. 

Rey. H. E. Henning, of Forrest, Mississippi, who organized the 
attendance and offering contest, led the singing. During the busi- 
ness meeting he addressed the League on the contest and presented 
the League pennant in behalf of the Birmingham League to the Cull- 
man League, the winner of the contest. The next contest proposed 
is one for excellence in the Luther League goals. , 

There was a “full house’ at the evening service when the 
Luther League of Christ Church, Birmingham, presented the beauti- 
ful pageant, ‘The Banner of the Cross.’ An added feature which 
improved the rendition very much was that of the leader bearing 
a Luther League shield herself which she used in_ demonstrating 
Luther’s own conception of his coat-of-arms. Rev. Heinzmann_con- 
ducted the beautiful candlelight service of installation as the officers 
of the State League were formally inducted into office. ; 

At the conclusion of the evening session the rain was coming 
in torrents, but members of the League went home through the 
pouring rain well content, feeling that the day was indeed worth 
while. The League is now fully organized for aggressive work and 
ready and willing to take part in any forward missionary movement 
which may have to do with the promotion of the cause of the Luth- 
eran Church in the great empire of Alabama. 


WISCONSIN 
Redeemer, S. S., Milwaukee, sent scrapbooks to the Virgin 
Islands; entertained the mothers with a program; had a Children’s 
Prayer Day program. 


MINNESOTA 


Faith, St. Paul, bought two $60 flags, an American and a 
Christian, for the church; took out a Sustaining Membership for 
the pastor’s little son; is building a Junior League library; has 
“Missionary Moments” at each weekly meeting. 


Eighth Annual Convention of the Luther League of the Synod of Virginia, held at Knoxville, Tenn., July 31-August 2, 1929 
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YOUR MONTHLY LETTER 


Dear Family: 

October was a very busy month and November 
shows no let up. I have circulated between Incarna- 
tion, Washington, D. C. and the Connecticut Convention 
at Hartford; the Ohio Synod at Toledo and a day of 
rallies at Allentown, Pa., with several between dates in 
and about Philadelphia. The contacts made on these 
trips are delightful and the close touch one secures 
with those who actually put over the program in the 
local church, are necessary for the general worker. I 
am optimistic about the program of the League. It 
never was carried out with such serious purpose as to- 
day. Here and there socially minded leaders still lay 
wrong emphasis, but the most successful leaders are out 
to train for coming leadership in the Church. 

In Washington, wife and I were entertained by 
John Martin and family. It is needless to say it was 
royal entertainment. John Martin and I spent much 
time on the Sustaining Membership. As chairman of 
this committee he is responsible for the plans that will 
not only bring success to our appeal this year, but will 
insure our future against any recurrence of our present 
financial troubles. 

This is the frank situation. I believe the League 
should be told. In spite of the extra effort at Omaha 
we have only enough income in sight from dues and the 
United Lutheran Church to pay salaries. If the Sus- 
taining Membership will come up to the amount bud- 
geted, we can see light. “If’, that is the word. This 
means every quota must be met. I appeal to every 
League for a Christmas gift to this fund. The result of 
this appeal will decide some serious questions as to the 
necessity of retrenchment. 

Some exchanges of ideas and plans are being made 
with the Women’s Missionary Society with reference 


to Junior work. We hope for a solution of this vexing 
problem but it will take time. In the meantime every 
Leaguer should be loyally busy promoting the Junior 
League. Work done now for our organization will be 
permanent, whatever the future plan of organization. 
Our children need training that will fit them to be intel- 
ligent members of the Intermediate and Senior Leagues. 

How the years fly! On January 14th the Fifth Exec- 
utive Committee meeting of my term as General Secre- 
tary! Pray for this meeting that its deliberations may 
be guided by the hand of God. 

Blessed Christmas to all of you. May this Christ- 
mas find us with love deepened for the Christ who came 
to Bethlehem. Of all the gifts within the imagination 
of man, none could compare with this. It is a gift of 
love and love should beget love. 

Our giving should be influenced by this gift. May 
I suggest some very simple principles for our giving 
this Christmas? 

1. Gifts should represent real friendship. The 
sooner we have courage to stop giving to folks we do 
not like, the better. Or, perhaps we can learn to like 


those whom we should remember. 


2. Simplicity, atleast, the giving of gifts we can 
afford. 

3. Service, the thoughtful choice of that which will 
really please and serve. 

4. Among our friends, the Friend, whose birthday 
we celebrate certainly should be remembered. Gifts to 
His work should be budgeted with the rest of our 


Christmas account. : 
Blessed Christmas, 


fun felon Irae 


Ca ae ae ae 


BOOKS 


“The Book of Job: Its Substance and Spirit,” by W. 
G. Jordan (McMillan, 1929, price $2.00), is a purely 
literary treatment of this beautiful poetical drama. Dr. 
Jordan after “a critical and sometimes painful study” 
concludes that the average Bible reader could be aided 
to an application of Job by a volume of explanation. 
He treats Job as of the wisdom literature, he accepts 
the critics’ conclusion that much of the book is later 
interpolation, especially the speeches of Elihu, yet, he 
prizes what is left of the book as “the greatest poetic 
contribution by a single writer in the Old Testament.” 
The Bible student will find the book well worth owning. 


“THE CHRIST WHOIS ALL” 


Dear Mr. Traver: 

I have read your latest book with great satisfac- 
tion. It is a practical and helpful presentation of the 
Christ and His appeal to the spiritual life. You make 
no attempt to theologize the person of Christ, or the 
Atonement, but present Him as fact to be held as 
integral part of the Christian scheme of redemption. 
A fine and beautiful devotional spirit, simply and ear- 
nestly expressed, makes your book a valuable addition 


to our Lutheran literature. 
EDWIN HEYL DELK 


THAT RUSSIAN SEMINARY 

How vital to the world’s future peace and happiness 
is the Lutheran Seminary in Russia. The Lutheran 
student groups in raising money for this cause are 
doing a concrete thing to save the day for religion in 
Russia. Atheism is crushing out organized Christianity. 
Even Sunday has been abolished. Russian communism 
is no serious menace to the world as a theory of Govern- 
ment. It could not survive anywhere without vast 
illiteracy and ignorance. But an atheistic Russia is a 
menace and its uncounted multitudes without God will 
always be a peril to the peace of the world. A Christ- 
mas gift to this student objective will be well chosen. 
Send it to Headquarters and we will transmit it to the 
Treasurer of the Students’ Council. 


a Ja Jal a ak 


CREDIT 

The story by Pastor von Bosse in last month’s 
Review should have been credited to N. L. €. N. B., 
which being interpreted is the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil News Bureau. A constant flow of usable material 
comes to the desk of hundreds of editors from this 
Bureau. The director of the Bureau, W. P. Elson, is a 
Luther League booster. He is also the most successful 
publicity man in the American Lutheran Church. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Page Nine 


Never can ask 


e ! Our “Min” is a real League enthusiast. 
rT 1S art an her too much. Don’t miss that Christmas Pageant—Senior 
e Topics for December 22nd! She writes for many publications 


where she is handsomely remunerated. All the Review Family 
can say is ‘Thank You, Min, Merry Christmas.’°-—The Editor 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS PARTY 


- (By Minnie L. Peterson) 


Christmas the world over is a time of 
peace and good will; it is a time of homecoming, re- 
union, jollity and merriment. And so this is to be a 


jolly, merry party. 


not only 


Decorations 

Let’s have the decorations a little different this 
time. Here is a brand new, novel idea for decorating 
the windows. Silhouettes or painted cut-outs of Santa 
Claus, reindeer, stars, the wise men or other holiday 
emblems may be made so they just fit into the window. 
If you paste these on tissue paper which is cut just 
the size of the opening and then mounted in the 
window, when a light is placed behind it, a very effec- 
tive silhouette is visible from the outside. 

Inside the room we want to have strings of cran- 
berries, popcorn and all the other holiday festival 
decorations. Don’t make them look too good or the 
boys will eat them before you get them all strung. But 
the committee will have lots of fun stringing them! 

And by all means have a Christmas tree, but do not 
hang the presents on the tree, for they will be given 
out in a novel way to be mentioned later. 


Invitations 

There are so many clever ways of making Christ- 
mas invitations and most leaders have some novel idea 
along this line, so we’ll say nothing more than to be 
sure to announce the time and place, and ask each one 
to bring a 10 cent present (or 25 cents if you wish) 
securely wrapped. 

After arriving at the scheduled place, each person 
keeps his own present until he has a chance to hide it in 
some out-of-the-way corner. If, in the process of hid- 
ing, he discovers some other person’s package, he may 
re-hide it, providing no one catches him. If some one 
finds him in the process of taking another package, the 
finder gets a chance to hide the other fellow’s own 
package, as well as the one he has found. This sounds 
soft, but—just wait and try it! 


Games 

As a mixer and get-acquainted game, you might 
use the old, well known advertising game. Clip attrac- 
tive Christmas ads from magazines, and pin one on the 
back of each person arriving, without that person know- 
ing what the ad is. The idea is to talk to others, ask 
questions about the ad and endeavor to guess just what 
it is that is pinned on your back. This always proves a 
good mixer, especially if you can keep one from guessing 
for a long time. 

Bargain Boxes 

This is a relay race for couples. Two persons 
choose sides, a boy, a girl, a boy, a girl, etc. Line up 
as for any relay race, and at the starting point, or goal 
line have a small table, for each side. On these tables 
have an assortment of five of the oddest shaped Christ- 
mas shopper’s packages you can conceive. At the start- 
ing signal the girl piles all the packages on the boy’s 
left arm. He then takes her by the hand and they 
run to the goal and Back where she unloads the pack- 


ages on the table and the next couple start. 
being of course to see which line finishes first 
Hanging the Christmas Stocking 
This is another relay, but it might be well to count 
off again, in this fashion—instead of saying 1, 2, 1, 2, 
etc., one says “Santa” and the other says “Claus,” etc. 
Then all the Santas stand on one side and all the Clauses 
on the other. A chair is put at the head of each line, 
and the head Santa and the head Claus are each given a 
long stocking, drawn up with a ribbon so it can be 
hung over the chair, which really represents the fire- 
place. -At a signal each one runs forward, ties the stock- 
ing to the chair, touches off the next one who unties it 
and gives it to the next in line who ties it on to the 
chair again, and so on. The line that finishes first wins. 
of course. 


The idea 


The Toy Shop 

Form in a circle. One person is “it” and all the 
others are objects in a toy shop. Each one can choose 
his own object and tell it out loud to the leader, or the 
leader may name them all. “It” then goes around, look- 
ing over the toys and says perhaps, “I would like a 
wooly lamb and a fire engine.” Those two change places 
and “It” tries to slip into one of them. The one left 
out is “it” next time. This is just another version of 
“Numbers Change.” 


Santa Claus Has a Present for You 

Keep the circle formation. Everyone puts his 
hands behind his back and the leader starts around the 
outside of the circle tapping each hand lightly saying, 
“Santa hasn’t any present for you, nor you, nor you.” 
Then suddenly he hits someone’s hand hard as he says, 
“But he has one for you!” That person then chases 
“it” around the circle and tries to tag him before “it” 
can reach his own place in the circle. 


Hunting the Presents 

Everyone falls in line behind the leader, and, as 
music is played on the piano, he leads them around the 
room in any fashion he pleases. When the music stops 
everyone starts to hunt Christmas presents. No one 
has to take the first one he finds. If the package doesn’t 
appeal to him, then he leaves it where it is and hunts 
till he finds one that looks good. Whenever the music 
starts folks must stop looking at once and get back into 
place in line and march again until the music stops. 
After everyone has found a package (and this may take 
some time), all gather around the Christmas tree and 
open them. Of course, if Johnny gets a powder puff 
and Mary a pocket knife, it’s just too bad! 

After this you are ready for refreshments, and what 
possibilities there are! Popcorn balls, candy, nuts, 
fruits, fruit cake, red and green gum drops, pumpkin 
pie, plum pudding, are only a few of the things we 
might mention. 

In conclusion, while thinking of ourselves let us not 
forget to think of others. Either bring an extra gift, 
or collect all of these gifts afterwards and take them 
to some orphanage or other institution. 


Page Ten 


AN ICE BOX CAKE 


A REAL MIXTURE 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


It is an editorial truism that when verses have 
to be declined with thanks, as is frequently the case, 
it is unwise to give reasons for the rejection. You 
simply cannot argue with a poet. But editors are 
human, after all, and sometimes they do not live up 
to their exalted principles. The story goes that there 
came to a magazine office not long ago the metrical 
outpouring of a feminine soul, entitled “I Wonder 
If He'll Miss Me!” The editor read the effusion 
with constantly increasing depression and then 
scrawled on the rejection slip that accompamed the 
yeturned manuscript: “If he does, he ought never 
to be trusted with firearms again.” 


Ee 


Cultivate the fellowship of 
God, and you make a lifelong 
friend, manifesting Himself all 
along the road, at every turn of 
the way, in all the changes of 
your fortune, until at last you 
will find the only fortune worth 
the name—a place in your 
Father’s house, and a share in 
the unveiled glory of the Lord! 
—J. H. Jowett. 


ie 


YOU CAN Tix 
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IF ANY BOOK— 


ous reading. 


lability. 


worth selling. 


NGI SUE ey OU RE 
RORGEN UN YOUR book a friend for life. 
YOUTH. 


we 


The story 1s going around about a football player in a 
small college who was unusually dumb. To the surprise of 
every one he passed all of lus work, including a special 
examination in chemistry. The chemistry professor was 
asked about it, and he said, “I decided that I would let him 
pass if he answered 50 per cent. of the questions correctly. 

“T asked lim two questions—one he answered wrong— 
one he answered right. Therefore, I let him pass. 

“The first question was, ‘What color is blue vitriol? 
He answered ‘Pink. That time he was wrong. 

“The other question was, ‘How do you make sulphuric 
acid?’ He answered that he didn’t know. That time he was 
right.’—Granite Service. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Until the birth in Bethlehem God spoke to man 
in human words, but in Christ God appears in human 
nature. A human heart here speaks in human language 
and human motions.—Abraham Kuyper. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Daughter: “When did you first get acquainted 
with dad?” 
Mother: “About three weeks after we were married.” 


SENTENCE SERMONS 


Has the power to inspire it has doubt- 
less been inspired. 
Ridicules something sacred it is danger- 


Makes holy things common it ts a social 

Lowers our respect for womanhood it 1s 
no book for a gentleman. 

Needs nastiness to make it sell it 1s not 


Gives me new hope I will make that 


Brings me into the presence of God its 
worth can never be computed. 


“T am a woman of few words,” announced 


the haughty mistress to the new maid. “If I 

beckon with my finger, that means come.” 
“Suits me, mum,” replied the girl. “I’m a 

woman of few words myself. If I shake me head, 


»> 9 


that means I ain’t commin’. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Songs of gladness fill the air, 
Joy is echoed everywhere, 

For Christmas time is here; 
May all its gladness come to you 
With joy that springs forever new, 

To fill your heart with cheer! 


ote 


“TEMPTATIONS 
ARE SURE TO RING 
AT YOUR DOOR- 
BELL, GBUL ke 
YOUR, FAULT erie 
YOU ASK THEM TO 
STAY FOR  DIN- 


NER.” 
ae 


“Dear Mr. Editor: Will 
you pleaSe read the enclosed 
poem carefully and return it to 
me with your candid criticism 
as soon as possible, as I have 
other irons in the fire?”’ 

“Dear Sir: Remove the 
irons and insert the poem.” 


rie 


Buck: “What’s the difference between my dog and 
the planet Mars?” 

Wing: “Just what is the difference between yout 
canine and the planet Mars?” 

Buck: “We know that my dog is inhabited.” 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 


She was very literary, and he was not. 

He had spent a harrowing evening discussing 
authors of whom he knew nothing, and their books, 
of which he knew less. 

Presently the maiden asked archly: 

“Of course, you've read ‘Romeo and Juliet’ ?” 

He floundered helplessly for a moment and then, 
having a brilliant thought, blurted out, happily: 

“Pve—lve read Romeo !’—Philadelphia Times. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Some letters make us happy, 
Some letters make us blue, 

And there are letters of regret— 
The letters I. O. oe 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
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INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 


Dear Intermediates: 

Last call for “Essays.” You will understand what 
I mean by “Essays” if—IF you have been informed 
concerning the Reading Course Essay Contest that is 


conducted each year in 


FES the Intermediate De- 
ee partment. The little 
: pamphlet on “The 
Reading Course” tells 
all about it. If you 


have a set of this year’s 
Reading Course books 
and write an essay on 
cne of the books, sub- 
niitting it to me before 
December 31, you may 
receive a Luther 
League Pin. Ask your 
leader about it, 

Rev. Henry Manken, 
Jr., Pastor of Incarna- 
ton Lutheran Church, 
Washington, D. C., is a 
one hundred per cent 
Luther Leaguer. He 
has adopted the three 
departments of the 
Luther League as “expressional schools” for his youth. 
Besides he believes in giving the leaders of his Leagues 
the advantage of conferences with the national secre- 
taries. Accordingly a week of meetings were held 
October 6-10, with a separate evening for the study of 
the work of each department. I was on the program 
Wednesday evening and spoke to 35 leaders of ’teen 
age youth. We will be glad to co-operate with other 
groups of churches desiring to hold similar conferences. 

I have fine news for you. You should not only be 
glad to hear this news, but rejoice as well in the knowl- 
edge that you had a part in providing this news feat- 
ure, Rev. Edwin Thomas, D.D., of the Board of For- 
eign Missions, has communicated the news to me and he 
got it from Rev. J. M. Armbruster, Buenos Aires. This 
good news comes to you because you gave $541 to es- 
tablish a scholarship for a boy in the Lutheran school in 
Buenos Aires. Well, here’s the news. 

“My Dear Dr. Thomas: 

“Your letter of August second is at hand, and I 
acted at once upon the matter of the scholarship. We 
have chosen a young man by the name of Jose Walter 
Zismann, as the beneficiary of the Intermediate League. 
Now as to the boy’s history. 

“Tose Walter Zismann was born in the province of 
Buenos Aires, city of San Martin, May 26th, 1915, of 
Jugo-Slav parents. When the boy was very young the 
father died and shortly after the father’s death the 
mother abandoned this son, as well as another two 
years younger. The sad plight of the two children came 
to the attention of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Zismann, a 
rather elderly couple, with no children of their own, 
and with but little means to care for anyone else’s. 
Being charitable souls, they took the children in and 
have been caring for them as best they can. Mr. Zis- 
mann is German, and Mrs. Zismann, Austrian, both be- 


nice 


Mrs. Bear Calls on the 
Wolf Family in Uncle Bim’s Car 
at Yellowstone Park 


longing to the Protestant Evangelical Lutheran Church 
When our school started under Dr. Mueller some ten 
years ago, Mrs. Zismann came to see about giving the 
oldest boy an education. When he was seven years of 
age, he entered our school in Villa del Parque until the 
end of the fifth grade, primary. His step-parents then 
moved from this community to the center of the city 
and, there the boy finished his primary school educa- 
tion in one of the State schools. Although the family is 
in very poor circumstances, they decided that for his 
secondary education they would make as big a sacri- 
fice as possible and send him to our Colegio Nacional. 
This means about six pesos per month carfare, books 
and classroom necessities and (in consideration of their 
circumstances we received the boy at half tuition) seven 
and one-half pesos per month fee, (our first year Na- 
cional fee is 15 pesos). 

“The first year is about at an end, and I asked the 
boy about his plans for next year. He said he didn’t 
know whether he’d be coming back or not. When asked 
the reason, he replied that even at half tuition, the finan- 
cial load was a bit too heavy for his step-parents. I 
am going to visit the mother in town this afternoon to 
see if, as a protege of the League, received gratis next 
year, they will send him. If so, he shall be our choice. 
If not, we shall have to select another boy. I shall try 
to see the parents on thei way to the post office today, 
in which case I shall give the reply as a postscript to 
this letter. 

“The boy is exceptionally intelligent. He ranked 
among the very first in scholarship during the five years 
he attended our primary course and he is maintaining 
the same fine record in the National College course. 
We should hate very much to lose him as a student. 

“T saw Mrs. Zismann and she’s tickled to pieces to 
think that her step-son has been thus honored by our 


mission. Hence you may start the propaganda any 
time about this youth. Gimecrel 
REV. J. M. ARMBRUSTER 


After young Jose Walter Zismann has been at 
school several months I am going to ask him to write 
you a letter, which will be copied in the Review. Pos- 
sibly some of you would like to write him a letter then. 


Same as always, 


Intermediate Group Attending ‘Lutheran Camp” Session of 


Kansas Luther League Convention 
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Dear Leaguers: 

The following Junior Leagues have registered since 
the Omaha Convention: St. James, West York, Pa.; 
St. John’s, Littlestown, Pa.; Prince of Peace, Rosedale, 
Md.; Christiana, Granite Quarry, N. C.; Holy Trinity, 
Maple Shade, N. J.; St. John’s, Stovertown, Ohio; St. 
Johannes, St. Clara, W. Va.; St. Peter’s, Greenport, N. 
Y.; St. Mark’s, Oakland, Md.; Emmanuel, Middleburg, 
Pa.; Zion, Whitemarsh, Pa.; Mt. Pleasant, Ehrhardt, 
S. C.; St. Luke’s, Farmington, Minn.; St. Paul’s, Mt. 
Holly, N. J.; Christ, Fairmont, W. Va. 

Help along the good work! Another list like the 
above will be the best kind of Christmas greeting for 
the Junior Secretary. 

Hats off to West Virginia! They are the first unit 
to reach their quota of new Junior Leagues in the 
*1929—-1,000 Junior Leagues” campaign. Five new 
Leagues and another in prospect is no small achieve- 
ment for this “baby League.” They have passed many 
others longer organized. Who will be next? 

Register your Junior League. We know of many 
Leagues organized which have not yet registered with 
us. Please do this. It involves no financial obligations 
—there are no dues for Juniors. It means that you will 
receive help and material from time to time. Send for 
a registration blank or merely send on a post card to 
Junior Secretary these facts: Name of church, Super- 
intendent’s name and address, when organized, num- 
ber of members. Thank you! 

Maryland-Ohio. The campaign which bids fair to 
rival the famous New York-Pennsylvania controversy 
now stands—Maryland 1, Ohio 1. We hear of hard 
work by both Leagues and rumors of a surprise soon. 

Nation-wide Rally Day was observed on November 
9 and we will report these next month. Plan a rally 
now if you did not hold one on that date. 

February 15 is the date for the Fifth Annual Junior 
Institute and on February 23 we will observe “Junior 
Porto Rico Day.” Keep these dates in mind. Full 
particulars will be announced later. A pageant and a 
special program are being prepared for the Juniors to 
use in observing “Porto Rico Day” and we trust that a 
large share of our contributions for the Training School 
in Porto Rico can be gathered on that day. 

Books. “Seventy-five Stories for the Worship 
Hour,” by Margaret Eggleston, is a fine book of stories 
to use with the Juniors. These stories can be told in 
the opening Worship Period. The price is $1.50. Get 
this book for the coming year. 

We believe that every Junior Superintendent should 
be reading and learning about the Juniors. Here is a 
list of books recommended for reading: 

“A Study of the Junior Child”’—Whitley, 60c 

“Junior Methods in the Church School’—Powell, 

$1.25 
(Missions) “Missionary Education 
Hutton, $1.00 

(Blackboard) “Chalk Talks’—L. O. Brown, $1.25 

(Pictures) “Pictures in Religious Education’— 
Beard, 75c 

(Story Telling) “Stories and Story Telling”—St. 
John, 85c 


Ou Jfieeanores’— 


ae 


(Posters) “Poster Making for the Amateur’—Van- 

devanter, $1.00 

Wouldn’t it be fine if each District or State had a 
set of these books for circulation among the Junior 
leaders? 

Of course you will want the new Junior mission 
books for the new year. The missionary topics will be 
based on the book “Going to Jerusalem’’—Applegarth, 
$1.00, and will prove most interesting. Then if you can 
have a Junior Mission Study Class the following books 
are recommended : 


(Mexico) 
“Rafael and Consuelo” (Primary) $1.00 
“Jumping Beans” (Junior) $1.00 


(Philippine Islands) 

“Filipino Playmates” (Primary) $1.00 

“Jewels the Giant Dropped” (Junior) $1.00 

Order any of these books through our United 
Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

World Friendship Project. The Third Project to 
promote world friendship among children is the sending 
of “Friendship Treasure Chests” to the children of the 
Philippine Islands. Those who helped with the Friend- 
ship Dolls to Japan and the School Bags to Mexico 
will want to help in this. Circulars with complete de- 
tails will be sent to each of our Junior Superintendents. 
If you do not receive one write to the office. 

Posters. Are your Juniors working in the Poster 
Contests? Next month we will announce the winner 
of the October Contest. The subjects: 

November—Story of Moses 

December—The Christmas Story 

January—The Parable of the Sower 

February—The Beatitudes 

March—The Easter Story 

April—The Story of David 

May—Verse: “Suffer the little children,” illustrated 

June—Hymn: “I Think When I Read That Sweet 

Story of Old” ' 
The rules are: 

Posters to be about 14x10 inches 

Title of poster to be in large letters 

Name of Junior and Junior League on back of poster 

Posters to be sent flat, rolled ones will be eliminated 

Posters must be sent to the office before the last 

of the month named 

Pictures to be awarded each month for the neatest 

and most original poster 

Your girls and boys are learning as they make these 
posters—let them work! 

Work. We attended the Philadelphia District Exec- 
utive Committee Dinner. A meeting of the B-M-C Dis- 
trict Junior workers was held and work planned for the 
year. A rally of the same District, the Tri-District 
Rally of the York, Lancaster and Harrisburg Districts 
and a number of Junior rallies are on our schedule. 

We also attended a three day Interdenominational 
Missionary Institute, several Junior workers’ confer- 
ences, three or four general conventions, and have en- 
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rolled in two Leadership Training Schools, where we 
are having four classes on Junior work. We find there 
is always something more to be learned about the work 
with children. 

We visited the Maryland Synod. A Supper Con- 
ference with fifty present, representing fifteen Junior 
Leagues; a meeting in Washington in connection with 
Dr. Manken’s three week plan of conferences for his 
whole Program of religious education; and local group 
meeting in Hagerstown and Frederick, will help Mary- 
land reach her goal of new Leagues. . 

A great deal of time has been devoted also to con- 
structive work in the office in extension and publicity. 

More travelling could have been done—but for the 
usual state of the treasury! Sustaining Memberships 
will help! Otherwise for the balance of the year most 
of the work will have to be done from the office. 

York (Pa.) District Juniors have been quite active. 
A District Junior Picnic with over a hundred children 
was held, and St. James, Union and Christ also held 
picnics. September rally programs were given by 
Christ and Trinity Juniors, and the latter also con- 
ducted evening service and gave the pageant, “Even 
These Little Ones.” Union held promotion exercises 
and two new Leagues have been added to the District. 

Lancaster (Pa.) District had a picnic with 122 Jun- 
iors, and on October 4th a Junior Convention with 146 
present. Christ and Advent Senior Leagues gave a 
play for the benefit of the Junior Convention. Senior 
Leaguers, are you helping your Juniors? 

Pittsburgh (Pa.) District had a Junior Rally on 
September 21st and a Workers’ Luncheon on September 
28th. Branch Number Five of this District is planning 
a convention for the Juniors and a new Junior Branch 
—Number Seven—is being planned. 

Erie (Pa.) District Juniors have done their first bit 
of Inner Mission work. As a District group they con- 
ducted services at the Old Folks’ Home in Erie. They 
are also planning a rally. 

Southern (N. J.) District Juniors held another rally 
at Gloucester. This group meets eight or nine times 
a year. 

Reports have come in of Summer Christmas Meet- 
ings. The “Summer Christmas Tree in August” meet- 
ing was very popular. Peace, Riverside, Reading, Pa., 
sent a check of five dollars to the Mission at Rocky 
Boy, Montana (our Indian Mission), and St. John’s, 
Emaus, Pa., sent them a box of clothes and toys weigh- 
ing over one hundred pounds. St. John’s, East River- 
dale, Maryland, sent a box of toys and clothes to an- 
other of our missions. 

Grace, Rochester, Pa., had an interesting meeting 
recently. The banner which they won at the Omaha 
Convention for Twelve Point Program excellence, was 
presented to them by Miss Emma Gusky; there were 
addresses by Rev. C. Theodore Benze, Rev. E. G. Wood, 
missionary to India from the church, and the pastor, 
Rev. H. R. Shepfer. A report of the State convention 
was made by Ada M. Kommel and officers elected. 

New Leagues have recently been organized in Zion, 
Whitemarsh, Pa. and Messiah, Philadelphia. Welcome! 

Do you plan your work for the year? This is the 
way Alsace, Reading, Pa. plans. In September they 
arranged for the following: a hike in September, a Re- 
formation Meeting, a Hallowe’en Party, a Thanksgiv- 
ing program, a Christmas pageant, attendance at church 
in a body on the anniversary of their organization, $25 
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donated to the coal fund, $50 for the support of a mis- 
sionary in India, Sustaining Membership and Junior 
Objective planned for. At the end of the 
League hopes to again be a Gold Star League. 
plan your work? Plan now for 1930. 

Messiah, Wesleyville, Pa., and Lawrence Park, Erie, 
Pa., (one leader finds time to superintend the two 
Leagues) promoted fourteen Juniors to the Intermedi- 
ate League, sent gifts to the Old Folks’ Home in Erie, 
sent a box to Rocky Boy Mission, started a fund for 
Porto Rico, presented Mt. Calvary Mission with a cross 
for the altar, sent fifty hats to the Bethesda Home, and 
a box of clothes to a mission in Texas. What are your 
Juniors doing for Inner Missions? 

Trinity, Mechanicsburg, Pa., had charge of the serv- 
ice on a recent Sunday evening and presented the page- 
ant, “The Year’s Harvest.” They also held a joint 
meeting with the Seniors, with reports from Omaha. 
What are you doing to let your Seniors know what the 
Juniors are doing? 

Christmas. How will you observe it in your Junior 
League? It is a busy season, but no effort for the 
Juniors is too much. In order that you may have them 
in time, here are some suggestions: 

Teach the hymns of the Church. Juniors can sing 
“Silent Night, Holy Night,” “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem,” “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by 
Night,” just as well as some meaningless carols. 

Memorize the Christmas story, the angel story, the 
wise men story, the shepherd story. 

Get from the Perry Picture Company, Malden, 
Mass., at two cents each, Christmas pictures to use in 
the December meetings. (No less than 25 are sent on 
one order.) Send 15 cents for a catalogue and then 
select some of the fine Christmas pictures. Put up a 
sheet of red cardboard and mount these pictures. 

Get “Christmas with the Juniors” (two cents), a 
leaflet of suggestions, and the pageant, “Emblems of 
Christmas” (two cents) from Headquarters. 

From the United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., the following material 
will interest the “Little Leaguers”: 

Christmas Story Handwork Color Cards, 20 cents— 
a set of cards wth pictures of the Christmas story to be 
colored. 

Holy Night Built Up Panel Posters, 50 cents. Four 
panels with pictures of the shepherds, wise men, etc., 
with colored parts to be cut out and mounted on panels. 

Arrange a “Story Hour” during December and tell 
Christmas stories to the Juniors. “The Children’s Book 
of Christmas Stories”, $1.75, is a fine book to use in 
this way. 

Have your Juniors “do something for others”. Toys 
and gifts for children, baskets for the needy, flowers or 
greetings to the sick and shut-ins—do not let them miss 
the joy of sharing Christmas with some one else. 

May Christmas be a time of great joy and happi- 
ness throughout the League. And in the breathless, 
feverish rush and preparation, let us remember that 
Christmas is the birthday of the Child, that Christmas 
belongs to the children, and let us make proper plans 
for its rightful observance in the Junior League. 


Your Junior Secretary, 


Eferdn An Fahl vesss/ 


this 
Do you 


year 
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VEN THESE LITTLE ONES 


Our Junior Pageant 
As given by the Alsace, Reading, Pa., Junior Luther League 


EPISODE 1 
The Past 


EPISODE II 
The Present 


Indians, Quakers, Puritans, Colonial Settlers Present Day Indians, Workers in Negro Schools, 
and Early Lutherans in America Foreigners in America, etc. 


EPISODE III The Future 


Forces Working with the Children — Christian 
Kindergarten, Week-day Schools, Light Bri- 
gade, Bible School, Daily Vacation 
Bible School, etc. 


PANTOMIME 
Part III 


SCENE FROM 
Part III 


The Intermediate League The Junior 


¢ League and Her Handmaidens— 
Bible, Church, Missions, Stewardship, Hymn 
Study, Topics, ete. 


Why Not Have The Children Give This in Your Church? 


Pageant, Five Cents Per Copy From Headquarters 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THAT AWFUL PUZZLE 
The Key to the November Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1. Esteem 31. Chums 50. Sea 72, EB 
6. Bestir Sei, Dy, 22% 51. Ret 74. Elin 
11. Plop 34. Sustain Income 52. Kw 76.) La 
12, Domes as (Ov 53. Om 77. Boa 
14. Omit 39. Suit 55. Eds 78. Wave 
16. Jail 40. Oats yi litvel. 80. Sob 
18. Bad eC 58. Tael 82. Bill 
20. Port 42. Rut 61. Ines 83. Bert 
22. U. S. A. 44. En 63. So 85. Sabot 
23. Eel 45. Te : 64. Intermediates 87. Bent 
25. Ode 46. Les 67. Is 88. Rachael 
27. Too 47. Sum 69. Tikes - 89. Bibles 
PAE ING bs 48. Go 70, Eclat 
29. Pneum. 49. Vi fil, 1D eats 

VERTICAL 
il, 1abien 17. Meeting weekly 43. Tut 71. Dolt 
2. Sol 18. Educationally 46. Lee 73. Aver 
Sy. Shae 21, Topics 51. Review 75. Job 
4. Ed 23. Ensue 52. Katie 77. Bins 
5. Mob 24. Luat 54. Metal 79. Era 
6. Bed 25. Oh, no 56. Social 80. Sol 
7. Es 26. Emote 58. -[-N T 81. Bob 
8. To 29. Pus 597 REM 82. Bee 
9. Imp 30. MI 60. We sa iC 
10. Riot Sle Goll Gil, IL COae 85. SE 
Hie Past 32. SMS 62. Set SOrl ee 
13. Mad 35. No 65. Ms 87. Bl 
15. Trod 38. Fused 66. De 
16. Junior 41. Leads 68. Stab 


Well, if you don’t like it, make a better, usin : 
t 1 5 g the same figure 
and numbers. The editor will be glad to receive your Coutaiutinns. 
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THE MESSAGE FOR THE DAY 


Do you use the message for your shut-ins and shut- 
outs in the home church? Many Leagues have worked 
out a system of distribution for this little leaflet. How 
the aged and ill enjoy its little message. It is published 
by the Inner Mission Board, 39 East 35th Street, New 
York City. Write for samples and terms. 


JX Ja ih So Tak 
HERWIG-SCHOLL 


Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Henry George 
Herwig, two Luther Leaguers who became one in St. 
Paul’s Church, Philadelphia, on the evening of October 
16th. Rev. Frank Brown, pastor of both young folks, 
performed the ceremony. Mrs. Henry George Herwig is 
one of the best known young ladies in the Luther 
League of America, although we knew her as Emily 
Scholl, our office secretary. Naturally all the Luther 
League Headquarters family was on hand to offer per- 
sonal congratulations. Our assistant office secretary, 
Thelma Franz, was a brides-maid. This is a true Luther 
League romance and that always insures a completely 
happy married life. After the honeymoon, Mrs. Herwig 
will return to her duties in our office. Happy days! 


iL 


SENIO 


December 1, 1929 
First Sunday in Advent 


Wwe? US) (Cisne iSriyANNee 7N 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION? 
Matthew 28 :18-20 


Suggestions to Leaders: Two mission study books, ‘The Adven- 
ture of the Church” and “From Jerusalem to Jerusalem’ will pro- 
vide much additional program material. The quotations given below 
are from these books. 


Leader: Our subject is another question subject— 
“Why Is Christianity a Missionary Religion?’ There 
are probably many answers which crowd through your 
minds in answer to the question. However, there is 
one outstanding answer. The policies of any organiza- 
tion or of any group of people met together for a com- 
mon purpose are determined by the founder of the or- 
ganization. His directions control his followers. Our 
first answer, then, is given in our scripture reading, 
which gives the final direction of the Founder of Chris- 
tianity. Picture Him, as you have often done, just ready 
to leave His followers, anxious to leave with them His 
wishes for carrying on His work. There was no doubt 
in His mind as to the message that He wanted to leave 
with them—the message which has answered through- 
out the years the question of our topic: “Why Is Chris- 
tianity a Missionary Religion?” 


Matthew 28:18-20 

Leader: Jesus asked that His gospel should be 
given to the world. So impressed were the gospel 
writers with this message that all of them have includ- 
ed it in their gospels—Matthew in the words that have 
just been read; Mark in almost the same words; Luke 
stating that Jesus said, “And that repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached in His name among 
all nations”; and again in Acts, “And ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me * * * unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth”; while John quotes Jesus, “Feed my sheep”, 
and “As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” 


Additional Helps—The Lutheran 
The Topics Quarterly 


TOPICS |S 


John also gives Jesus’ words, “I am the Light of the 
World”, and “And I, if I be lifted up will draw all men 
unto me.” Our answer, then, to the question of our 
topic is, because the Founder of Christianity made the 
request that His religion should be a missionary re- 
ligion, that it should be given to all the world. But 
one reason frequently goes back to another reason, and 
we consider 


Why the Request Was Made 

Member: Again we go to the Bible for our answer. 
There is one word without which we cannot describe 
the Christ. “The one word in which the New Testa- 
ment defines His very being is love. It is the love of 
the universal Father for all of His children—‘God so 
loved the world.’ It is a love that, knows no limits of 
place or color or nation. It is a love to the uttermost, 
shrinking not even from the cross.” Before the Founder 
of the Christian religion left the earth, He asked that 
the gospel be preached to all the world. The entire 
world was to be included because His love included all 
the world—not just the twelve apostles who had fol- 
lowed Him and believed in Him; but all the people of 
the world; and His divinity could see through the ages 
that were to follow. His love included all of the people 
of that generation and of the generations to come. 
Christianity is a missionary religion because its Founder 
loved and still loves all the people of the world. 

Leader: Since our program is a program of ques- 
tions, a third question will be asked: 


Can We Be Christian Without Being Missionary? 

Member: Samuel McCrea Cavert in “An Adventure 
of the Church,” says: “The missionary movement is not 
something apart, something which may or may not go 
along with Christianity. It is warp and woof of the 
gospel itself. It is not an optional enterprise which 
Christians may or may not undertake. It is the moral 
and direct expression of belief in the purpose of God 
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as revealed in Christ. Not to share in the missionary 
spirit is unconsciously to make a self-indictment of one’s 
religious experience. To say, ‘I do not believe in mis- 
sions’ is to say, ‘I do not believe in God as the univer- 
sal Father’.’” Those people who think of missions as 
an adventure apart from Christianity, as something to 
be added on or left off at will have not learned the 
divine plan. Helen Barret Montgomery says: “Before 
the Bible was, missions lived in the mind of God. In 
His plan of redemption there already were included 
all mankind.” There are many statements in the Old 
Testament which verify this fact. “Look unto me and 
be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth.” “Ask of me and 
I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” 
“T will give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayest be my salvation to the end of the earth.” “The 
glory of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea.” Again we quote from Mr. Cavert: 

“The reason why Christianity is inevitably mis- 
sionary is that the very heart of the gospel has a mis- 
sionary import. The good news announced by Jesus is 
not something that was applicable to the Jews alone; it 
is not something for you or me as an Anglo-Saxon or 
American. It is world wide in its significance, meeting 
the need of man as man. The Christian message so 
goes to the heart of human nature that if it is valid 
anywhere it is valid everywhere. If it is vital to any- 
body, it is vital to everybody. The cardinal elements 
in the teaching and the personality of Jesus Christ make 
Him the universal man, and if the Saviour of any one, 
the Saviour of the world.” 

Leader: If Jesus had not given the Great Commis- 
sion, we believe that His followers would still have 
“gone everywhere preaching the gospel.” They were 
eager to tell of the things they had seen and heard. 
There is still another question in our series of questions. 


Is the Task Near Completion? 

Member or Several Members: “In Tibet there are 
six millions of people with no mission stations.” 

“South of Tibet are Bhutan and Nepal with more 
than five million people and no Christian missionary.” 

“Farther to the west is Afghanistan with four mil- 
lions and Bokhara with a population of a million and 
a half, and Khiva with a population of eight hundred 
thousand, all without missionaries.” 

“In Africa there are fields untouched, for which no 
mission is making plans. There are not fewer than 
70,000,000 people living in great unreached areas of 
Africa that the Church has never made an attempt to 
reach! and does not plan to make any attempt to reach 
in the near future.” 

“Arabia has a population of 3,000,000 in provinces 
yet unoccupied.” 

“The entire Moslem population of the globe num- 
bering some 200,000,000 is largely unreached and un- 
touched.” 


Quotations from the Christian Message at the 
Jerusalem Conference 

“The gospel is the answer to the world’s greatest 
need, It is not our discovery or achievement; it rests 
on what we recognize as an act of God. It is first and 
foremost good news. It announces glorious truth, Its 
very nature forbids us to pray that it may be the right 
belief for some but not for others. Either it is true for 
all, or it is not true at all.” 
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“We believe that through Christ men and societies 
and nations that have lost their moral nerve will be 
quickened into life.” 

‘We believe that men are made for Christ and can 
not live apart from Him. Our fathers were impressed 
with the horror that men should die without Christ: 
we share that horror, but are impressed with a deeper 
one—the horror that men should live without Christ.” 

“To all the churches of Christ we call, that they 
stand firmly upon the rock of Christian conviction and 
whole-heartedly accept its missionary obligation.” 

“We are persuaded that we and all Christian people 
must seek a more heroic practice of the gospel. It can 
not be that our present complacency and moderation 
are a faithful expression of the mind of Christ, and of 
the meaning of His cross and resurrection, in the midst 
of wrong and want and sin of our modern world. As 
we contemplate the work with which Christ has charged 
His Church, we would take up for ourselves and sum- 
mon those from whom we come and to whom we re- 
turn to take up with us the cross of Christ, and all 
that for which it stands, and to go forth into the world 
to live in the fellowship of His sufferings and by the 
power of His resurrection, in hope and expectation of 
His glorious Kingdom. 

A Call to Prayer from the Meeting at Jerusalem 

in 1928 

1. “For a Missionary Spirit. What the Church 
may see the whole world’s need of Christ, and may be 
ready for any sacrifice in order to make Him known to 
all mankind.” 

2. “For a Spirit of Prayer. That Christian people 
may learn to pray as Christ prayed and taught His dis- 
ciples to pray; and that an ever-increasing number of 
interceders may be raised up until the whole Church 
is awakened to prayer.” 

3. “For a Spirit of Sacrifice. That the Church may 
be willing at whatever cost to follow and bear witness 
to the way of Christ as she sees it.” 

4, “For a Spirit of Unity. That the whole Church 
of Christ may desire and experience a new unity in 
(Ohamisti.” 

5. “For the Gift of Interpretation. That the 
Church may learn to preach the eternal gospel by word 
and life in terms that the men and women of this age 
will understand.” 

6. “For Courageous Witness in Moral Questions. 
That the witness of the Church in moral questions of 
our day may reflect the mind of God and may be 
known and felt throughout the world.” 

7. “For a Spirit of Service. That a great number 
of men and women may offer themselves unreservedly to 
do Christ’s work at home and abroad in our generation.” 

8. “For the Completion of Our Own Conversion. 
For the removal of all hindrances in our own lives to 
the manifestation of God’s redemptive love and power.” 


deh 2a ipl dak A 
December 8, 1929 


Second Sunday in Advent 
* THE FIRST COMING OF CHRIST 


Philippians 11:5-7 
(By Rey. Walter V. Simon) 
Aim 


A heightened realization of the responsibilities of 
Christian men and women to reveal to the world, in 
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word and by deed, the ideals of the highest type of life 
—the life that is guided and directed by a mind like the 
“mind in Christ Jesus.” 


Program 

Might well take the form of a roundtable discussion 
as to how the practice of the ideals of Christ would 
make more’ effective for good the lives of men and 
women everywhere. Catalogue the ideals as found in 
the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) and in I Corinthians 13: 
write them on the blackboard, and have something to 
say about each. 

Questions of national and international, social, and 
economic import may well be discussed, with a view to 
finding out how the ideals of Christ will do away with 
disputes, rivalries and wars between groups of men. 
(See Discussion Questions.) 


Discussion Questions 
How labor and capital may be made Christian, and 
how they fail to be Christian in our nation today. 


Crime and disobedience to law in the light of 
Christian ideals. 
Is punishment for law-breaking Christian? Is capi- 


tal punishment Christian? 

The Christian attitude toward war and prepared- 
ness for war. 

The Christian attitude toward profiteering; toward 
strikes and lock-outs. 


Debate 
Can aman or a nation practice all the ideals that 
Christ taught, in the world and under conditions as 
they are today? 


Program Materials 
“Some By-Products of Missions” (Headland). Es- 
pecially the chapters on: 

By-Products in Government 

By-Products in Civilization 

By-Products in Civic Life 

By-Products in Individual Development 

The Gospel and the World’s Peace 
Poems to be read: 
“Caliban in the Coal Mines”, Louis Untermeyer 
“God and the Strong Ones”, Margaret Widdemer 
“The Man with the Hoe’, Edwin Markham 


“When Jim Crow Comes to Church’, Literary 
Digest, October 12th issue. 
“T am come that they might have life.’ In these 


words the Master Himself gave to mankind the reason 
for His coming into the world. It would seem that we 
should rightly understand just why He came, if we are 
to study rightly the topic of the Advent of Christ. We 
have His own words as to the reason for His coming, 
but do we understand all that they mean, the greatness 
of their compass? What, in Jesus’ mind, was signified 
by the words, ‘“‘have life’? 


Eternal Life in Eternity 

It is undoubtedly true that His words had a future 
significance. The “mansions” that were in His Father’s 
house were heavenly mansions. Certainly the process 
of salvation, by which man comes into “eternal life’, 
ig not a matter of time and place, and just as certainly 
it is not affected by any change, even the one we call 
death. And yet its consummation, in which man comes 
to a complete realization of the perfection of which 
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he is capable, comes only after we have seen, “face to 
face’, Him who is our model and pattern. 

Eternal Life Here and Now 

But though the gift of life that Jesus came to bring 
was a gift whose whole possession never comes in this 
world, it is realizable in part. Membership in the 
“Kingdom of God,” the equivalent in Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, to the “eternal life’ of John, is possible to 
men here and now. Not only that, but qualifications 
for such membership are at hand, being the subject 
matter of the “Sermon on the Mount,” and especially 
of the Beatitudes. That fifth chapter of Matthew holds 
a promise of a “great reward” in heaven, but it also defi- 
nitely' announces the blessedness of all whose lives are 
marked by the qualifications for eternal life—a blessed- 
ness that is present and temporal, but increasing toward 
its fullest realization in eternity. 


Eternal Life—Present Blessedness 

Jesus came to prepare men for a heavenly home, 
for full and complete sonship to a Heavenly Father, but 
He came also that the lives of men, in this world, sur- 
rounded as they are with sorrow and pain and trial, 
might be made blessed as they were changed in accord 
with the highest type of life that He revealed to them, 
a life of loving, self-sacrificing service to God and fel- 
low-men. 
men how to live, both here and hereafter. 


In a very few words, Jesus came to teach 


Significance of the Advent 

For us, who follow the leadership of the Master, 
the significance of His first coming is just that in Him 
we find all that any life should be. Untfailing trust in 
His Father’s goodness and mercy; unwavering faith that 
enables Him to say in His darkest hour, “Not my will, 
but Thine”; an abounding love for men, not for what 
they were, but for what they might be, and ought to be; 
meekness coupled with royal dignity; the lowliness of 
true greatness; absolute unselfishness; divine patience; 
long suffering, because unrequited, kindness; all these 
we see in Jesus of Nazareth. 

Nor must we suppose that the life filled with such 
characteristics was lived merely and only for the tri- 
umphant end of that life. Jesus came, truly, to “give 
His life a ransom for many,” but He came also to 
show, in His own life, how the many, saved by His 
death from eternal death, might make their lives effec- 
tive for good in the world. We may see, if we only 
will look earnestly, desiring to see, mirrored in the life 
of Jesus Christ, all that our own lives should be. 

That’s the mirror into which Paul looked, and if 
you want to know what he saw, read I Corinthians 13. 
In the light of infinite sacrifice of perfect life, for our 
sakes, can we do less than make those lives what Jesus 
would have them to be, models of His own—imperfect 
models to be sure, but always striving for more of the 
“perfection which is in Christ Jesus!” 


Another Meaning for Us 
But that is not all that the Advent means in terms 
of everyday life. As we see in Jesus’ life all that our 
own lives should be, so we see also in Him all that 
every man should be, and we find, discovered in His 
teachings or waiting to be discovered when we shall 
have searched diligently, a set of ideals that mark the 
best life for men of every time and race and nation, 
every circumstance and condition of life, and for every 
group or organization that men may form 
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The Business Man who gives honest measure for 
the money he receives, and who takes only such profit 
as is fair, no matter how much he could get, legally, 
is the best business man—best for himself and his cus- 
tomers and his community. And though he may not 
(even this is very doubtful) accumulate as much money 
as does his un-Christian competitor, he gains far more 
of satisfaction, makes many more friends, and certainly 
his last and greatest reward will be a “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.” 

The Doctor who is a doctor first of all because he 
loves his Christ-like work of restoring health and 
strength to weak and sickly bodies, and not because his 
profession is, for the most part, a financially successful 
one, is the finest physician. 

The Farmer who feels that he is doing the Master’s 
work when he helps to feed hungry men, perhaps the 
same men who make his wagon and his binder and all 
his farm implements the very best they know how to 
make them (if they are Christian workmen) for that’s 
the Christian way of making things—that farmer is the 
best farmer, and of the most value and blessedness to 
the nation. 

The Wife who presides over a Christian home, 
bringing up her children in the fear and love of God, 
and for the service of their fellow-men; the nurse who 
gives her life to rebuilding broken bodies; the teacher 
who remembers, first of all, that she is teaching the 
children of God to become men and women whose lives 
cannot be lived to themselves alone, but must be made 
lives of service, guided by love, if they are to count for 
any good at all in the world—these are the finest 
women any of us know. Jesus Christ has revealed to 
us, and through us He wants to reveal to all men, the 
highest and finest and best life that man can live. 


Duty and Privilege for Us 

In the light of the fact that Christian lives are 
blessings to the world, what shall we say of the duty 
that confronts each of us who have named the name of 
Jesus? Just this, that it is our part to teach and preach 
that life through every moment and by every word and 
deed of our lives. Christ came, at the Advent, to accom- 
plish a great purpose—that of providing a way to life, 
and of teaching what such a life should be. He had ac- 
complished His purpose when the last great command, 
“Go—preach—teach—hbaptize,” was given. 
TOM carry, On. 

But let’s forget that word “duty.” Let us remember 
this, that the most glorious privilege accorded to men 
may be ours; is ours. We have the Pearl of Great Price: 
we have the Treasure that is richer than any Golconda, 
worth more than all of Kimberley’s fields, or of more 
value than the wealth of a Croesus, though multipled a 
million times. Is there a more glorious privilege than 
just to bring a man to Him who shall give to that man 
the treasure of a Christian life and with it, life eternal? 

“T am come that they might have life.’ “I am 
come” that they might live, not at some future, long- 
removed time, not in some other world than this, but 
here and now, in the midst of circumstances and condi- 
tions as they are—live the only life worth while living. 
There is only one provision for such a life, that a man 

- drink daily and hourly at the fountain of life. Ours is 
the duty, and more, for it is the privilege to become co- 
workers with the Son of God, as we lead men to the 
fountain where they, too, may drink, ‘‘and live.” 
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“Lord, I pray Thee, give my spirit 
Eyes to see, 
Through the things of time and space 
All the glories of Thy grace, 
The commandment of Thy face 
Bidding me 
Follow on where Thou hast trod; 
Though I share the grief of God, 
Give me strength to sweat my blood, 
Lord, for Thee.” —G. A. Studdert-Kennedy 
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December 15, 1929 
Third Sunday in Advent 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 
Matthew 25 :31-46 
(By Rev. E. Martin Grove) 


Introduction 

Last week we studied the theme, “The First Com- 
ing of Christ.” Its tremendous importance was stressed. 
The Divine Incarnation is without a parallel in the 
annals of the human race. Heaven itself was stirred at 
the miraculous birth of the God-Man. Unto the angels 
was entrusted the honorous commission of announcing 
the birth of the Saviour. Heathendom was affected, 
the good news being conveyed to Chaldea by means of 
a mysterious “star” which heralded the birth of the 
King of the Jews. The coming of Christ to this world 
changed its chronology, for all civilized time is now by 
common consent dated from the Bethlehem manger. As 
the result of the first Advent a new era was inaugurated, 
the door of mercy was flung wide open, and command 
was given that the glad tidings should be made known 
to every creature. 

But wondrous and blessed as was the first coming 
of Christ in many respects, His second coming will be 
even more momentous. 

The second coming of Christ—here is one of the 
great doctrines of the New Testament that is so fre- 
quently set forth in God’s Word. It is a doctrine that 
is so frequently neglected, and many well meaning 
people regard it as an ideal of visionaries or a pet 
hobby of certain cranks. However, if there were to be 
no second coming, the first coming would have had little 
value and significance; for the purpose of Christ’s first 
coming must be consummated in the second. 


Jesus Christ Is Coming Again 

(1) The Bible definitely states that He will come 
again, 

The second coming of Christ is said to be men- 
tioned 318 times in the 260 chapters of the New Testa- 
ment and, “it occupies one in every twenty-five verses” 
from Matthew to Revelation. One cannot study the 
Scriptures and not be impressed because of how fre- 
quently this truth is emphasized. The last prayer in 
the Bible is “Even so, come Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 

(2) Christ said He would come again. 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also.” (John 14:3.) 

“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works.” (Matthew 16:27.) , 
“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man 
in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
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clouds of heaven with power and great elory.” (Mat- 
thew 24:30.) 

“Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
(Mark 8:38.) 

These as well as many other sayings of Christ tell 
us the fact of His second coming. 

(3) The coming again of Jesus Christ and the 
events connected therewith are the blessed hope and 
eager desire of the true believer. 

This was the great hope of the early Christians. 
In the first century of the Christian era it was the nor- 
mal and regular thing to find that the expectation of 
a returning Saviour filled the vision and hearts of His 
followers. The apostles themselves taught their con- 
verts to look for the appearing of Christ. 

PAUL—Writing to the Thessalonian saints the 
apostle Paul reminded them how they had “turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and true God’; and 
to wait for His Son from heaven. (I Thessalonians 
EON TOS) 

JAMES—Writing to the twelve tribes scattered 
abroad, the apostle James bade them be patient and 
stablish their hearts, basing his exhortation on the 
fact that “the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” 
(James 5:8.) ; 

PETER—Writing to “the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bi- 
thynia “who were in heaviness through manifold temp- 
tations,’ the apostle Peter expressed the wish that the 
trial of their faith “might be found unto praise and 
honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” (I 
Reter 1274) 

JOHN—Writing to his “little children” (a term of 
endearment) the apostle John lovingly exhorted them 
to abide in Christ so that when He should appear they 
might have confidence and “not be ashamed before Him 
ALpEisicoming:: (Johny 2:28") 

JUDE—Writing of the apostasy which was to 
come, the apostle Jude quoted the prophecy of Enoch, 
who declared, “Behold the Lord cometh with ten thous- 
ands of His saints, to execute judgment upon all.” 
(Jude 14,15.) 

Thus we find that it was the uniform practice of the 
apostles to hold up a returning Saviour before the 
children of God. 

The Christian Church has always looked forward 
with confidence to the future, believing that in the full- 
ness of time her absent Lord would come again to earth 
to bring to glorious consummation the work He began 
at His first advent. Her faith is well expressed in the 
greed in which we acknowledge our faith in the cruci- 
fied, risen and ascended Christ, who sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty, “Whence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.” 

A Literal Second Coming 

The second coming which is so often referred to 
in the Scriptures does not refer to the coming of Christ 
through His Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Nor 
does it apply to the downfall of the city of Jerusalem 
by the armies of the Roman general Titus in 70 A. D. 
Neither is the second coming of Christ at the death of 
the believer, There is indeed a pertinence to death in 
the admonitions to “be ready” as it is so often given by 
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our Lord, for death often steals upon us “as a thief in 
the night.’ But in death we go to meet the Lord, 
rather than that the Lord comes to us. There is but 
one interpretation to be given and that is that the second 
coming will be one just as real in every respect as was 
the first. 
How His Second Coming Will Differ 
From His First Coming 

(1) At our blessed Redeemer’s first appearing He 
came in weakness and humiliation. Though He was 
God, yet for the time being, He laid aside the exercise of 
His power, and became a weak babe, lying in Bethle- 
hem’s manger. Had not the Father cared for Him, His 
little life would have easily been crushed out by Herod 
who sought His life. 

But when He comes again He will come in power 
and glory to pronounce final judgment upon all. Even 
while here on earth He really had all authority in heaven 
and earth, but often He refrained from using it; but 
when He’ comes again, He will exercise and assert His 
omnipotence, and nothing will withstand Him. 

(2) Our blessed Redeemer’s first appearing was 
a quiet and simple event, the birth of a child in the 
midst of poor and wretched surroundings. While angels 
of heaven heralded Him, and some humble shepherds 
and a few wise men from the East came to do Him 
homage, the great ones of the earth knew nothing of 
His nativity. 

But His second coming will be very different. He 
will be clothed with majesty and He will summon to His 
mighty presence all nations and peoples of the earth 
and they will hear His voice and obey His irresistable 
power. “When the Son of man shall come in His glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory and before him shall be gathered 
all nations.” (Matthew 25:31.) 

(3) Our blessed Redeemer’s first appearing was to 
save the world. “Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for 
he shall save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 
1:21.) “The Son of man came to seek and to save that 
which was lost.” (Luke 19:10.) 

But when He comes again He will come to judge 
the world. He who was once the world’s Redeemer will 
then be the world’s Judge, and only those who have 
accepted Him shall escape His condemnation. 

The Time of Christ’s Second Coming 

Jesus said, “Of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.” 
(Matthew 24:36.) Upon the day of His ascension Jesus 
said to His disciples, “It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons which the Father hath put in His 
own power.” (Acts 1:7.) These statements would seem 
to indicate that it is futile for us to seek to know the 
exact time when Christ’s second coming will take place. 

“Nearly a century ago a certain man by the name 
of Miller became obsessed with the idea that by a care- 
ful study of the Bible he would be able to predict with 
certainty the exact time of the Lord’s appearing. Basing 
his calculations largely upon the prophecy of Daniel, he 
arrived at the conclusion that the end of the world would 
take place in 1843 or 1844. He travelled over the country 
announcing his message and the near approach of the 
end of all things terrestial. As the appointed time drew 
near great excitement prevailed among those who had 
come to believe his message. Men sold or gave away 
their temporal possessions and arrayed in white robes 
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went forth to the hilltops there to await in the eastern 
skies the radiance that should herald the coming of 
the King. Needless to say, nothing unusual happened. 
The man was mistaken in his interpretation of the Word 
of God. Yet out of his preaching was born the move- 
ment which is known as the ‘Adventists,’ and a number 
of other organizations.” Not many years ago “‘there 
appeared in our country a man by the name of Russell 
who likewise declared that the world was coming to an 
end on a designated day and who by his fiery procla- 
mations and iminent judgment aroased considerable 
excitement and secured a number of followers. The day 
came and passed, and nothing unusual occurred.” 

It is not necessary for us to know when our Lord’s 
second coming will take place. It may be in the near 
future or it may be far away. It is enough that we 
know that He is coming and to make ready to meet and 
greet Him when He comes. 


Admonitions to Be Ready 

We are repeatedly exhorted to be watching, look- 
ing and ready for our Lord’s return. The best way, yes, 
the only way to be ready is to accept Christ by faith as 
our Saviour, and thus be justified, freed from the con- 
demnation of the law, regenerated by the Holy Spirit 
through the Word, and then to do His will. 

And we should prove our faith by our works. We 
should use our talents by engaging in some useful and 
honorable employment, attending faithfully to the means 
of grace in His Church, giving of our time and sub- 
stance for the advancement of His Kingdom, and wit- 
nessing for Him. Then, no matter when Christ comes, 
He will find us prepared. 

“Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh.” 

When may He come? Now. How may He come? 
No man can tell. What should we do? Be ready—be 
caught on our knees. 


Jal a dat Sa Te 
December 22, 1929 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
CHRISTMAS SETS THE WHOLE 
WORLD SINGING 
A Dramatic Christmas Program 
(By Minnie L. Peterson) 
Directions 
A copy of this program should be in the hands of 
all participants well in advance of the day of the meet- 
ing. Parts may be read, but it would be more effective 
if they were memorized. The Leaguers’ own names 
may be used in place of those given, except, of course, 
those taking the parts of the “foreigners.” 


The Cast of Characters: 

Leaguers: 

The Leader 

Bernice—the thoughtless 

Esther—the helpful 

Bob—the idealist 

Jack—the friend 

Alberta—who has not forgotten the real mean- 

ing of Christmas 

Visitors: 

Ramon Velasco 

Carmen Centanni 

Olga Dimitri 
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Hans Schmidt 
Signe Nelson 
Jean LaFevre 
Ruth Duncan 


Leader: Let us open our meeting by singing “O 
Come All Ye Faithful.’ Hymn by all. 

Leader: May we stand for a word of prayer by 
(a Leaguer). 

Prayer 

At this joyous Christmas season we, in our own 
beautiful America, are filled with thanksgiving for all 
the blessings that are ours because of Christ’s birth 
and His life on earth, it is well to think of those in 
other lands across the sea to whom He is also Saviour, 
Master and Friend. Many there are in other countries 
and in our own country who do not know Him, yet 
multitudes of people today, of all races and nationali- 
ties are kneeling together before the Manger of Beth- 
lehem and with humble hearts, are worshipping Him. 
May we, O God, at this season, learn to be more 
tolerant of others, learn to draw closer to Thee. We 
ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Leader: Christmas time is singing time, so let’s 
sing another 

Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.” 

Singing of Hymn. 

Leader: This meeting just preceding Christmas 
somehow seems very lovely to me, and I’m glad we're 
all here tonight. 

Bernice: Oh, I’m not so sure of that. I’ve been 
just awfully busy, and I wouldn’t have come at all if 
Esther hadn’t dragged me over here bodily. 

Esther: Why, aren’t you ashamed of yourself! You 
know very well you wanted to come. 

Bernice: No, I didn’t either. I had a lot of pack- 
ages to wrap, and besides presents are beginning to 
arrive at the house, mother’s baking lots of good look- 
ing cakes and—well—there’s just so much to do I don’t 
see why we don’t dismiss and go home. 

Leader: No, we can’t do that. Other Leaguers will 
be coming in. It may even be that someone passing 
our church and seeing a light may be led to come in. 
Wouldn’t that be wonderful? Christmas is for every- 
body, and so as this is our Christmas meeting, every 
one must be welcomed to our meeting tonight. 

Bernice: Surely not everyone! You don’t mean 
foreigners and negroes and everybody. I know you 
don’t. I can’t help but think of Christmas as a day 
set apart for Americans! 

Bob: Was its founder an American? 

Bernice: Its founder? Why—ah— 

Bob: Was Christ an American? 

Bernice: Well, of course not. But anyway, I’m sure 
that Americans make more of Christnias than any other 
nation. They spend more money, give more expensive 
gifts, have more good things to eat— 

Leader: Pardon men, Bernice. There might be 
plenty of room for argument there, but some of us have 
planned what we think is rather a nice meeting for to- 
night, and I believe we ought to proceed. By*the way, 
Bernice, the hymn we just sang, “O Come All Ye Faith- 
= is a Portugese hymn, and now we're going to sing 

Joy to the World,” which was written by Handel, the 
great German composer. If you'll watch the words 
closely I think you will find that this hymn was written - 
for all nations. Let's sing it heartily. 
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All sing: “Joy to the World” (three verses), 

Leader: Our topic is one that deals with Christ- 
mas around the world. I wonder how much we have 
been thinking of that in preparation for our meeting. 
And how much can we here do? 

Alberta: Well, I suppose one or more of us may 
some day go to the foreign field as missionaries. 

Leader:: Yes, but that is in the distance. Isn’t 
there something that we can do right here? I have it! 
Bob, suppose we prove to Bernice that Christmas is 
for everyone! I want you to jump into your car and 
go down to the little settlement near the railroad track 
and bring some of those folks over here. Let’s see 
try to bring in Ramon Velasco, the young Spaniard 
who works for the railroad days and studies law at 
night. Then you might stop off at Centanni’s and bring 
in that pretty little dark-eyed girl—Carmen, I believe 
her name is. Youll have room for one more, won't 
your Let’s see—oh, yes! There’s that Russian family, 
the Dimitris, and Olga is such a pleasant, bright girl. 
Persuade her to come to the meeting if you can. 


Bob: Glad to do it. Ill be back as fast as the 
traffic laws will allow! (Bob runs out.) 

Leader: Jack, did you bring your car? 

Jack: You bet I did! I was hoping you’d ask me 
to go out too and bring in some one who might be 
lonely. Say, I know where I'll go. There’s a German 
family living two blocks from here. I just heard of 
them—moved into the neighborhod several weeks ago. 
Hans, the oldest boy, looks like a mighty fine chap, 
too. lil try to get him. Then there’s that Swedish 
family next door to us—just moved in last week. I'll 
drop in there and see if I can get one of the girls to 
come over. 

Leader: Good, Jack. 
ries away.) 

Leader continues: And now since this seems to 
have developed into something like a “League of Na- 
tions” meeting, I might as well announce that we have 
as visitors tonight, Miss Jean LaFevre, whose mother 
and father came from France, and Mable Anderson has 
brought along her English friend, Ruth Duncan. 


Esther: Wouldn’t it be great fun to have all those 
folks from other lands tell us something about Christ- 
mas in their country? 

Leader: That’s just what we'll do! Now while we're 
waiting, let’s sing “There’s a Song in the Air.” 

(While this is being sung, Bob and Jack return with 
their visitors. These should, of course, have been 
chosen for types, and may or may not appear in cos- 
tume. After the singing the visitors shake hands with 
those on the platform and may remain there or be 
seated with the audience and come forward when called.) 


Leader: As early as two thousand years before 
Christ, Yule-tide was celebrated by the Aryans. A 
literal translation of ‘Yule-Tide” is “the turning time” 
and referred to the rising and setting of the sun. As 
the fact of Christ’s birth was not recorded and there 
was no certainty as to its date, the early Christian 
fathers very wisely ascribed it to Yule-tide, changing 
the occasion from the birthday of the sun to that of 
the Son. Pope Julius, who reigned from Say Tio) GOA, 
after a careful investigation considered it settled beyond 
doubt that Christ was born on or about the 25th of 
December, and by the end of the fifth century that date 


You hurry along. (Jack hur- 
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was very generally accepted by Christians. The transi- 
tion from the old to the new significance of Yule-tide 
was brought about so quietly and naturally that it made 
no great impression on the mind of the masses. The 
holly, laurel, mistletoe and other greens used by the 
Druids still served as decorations of the season. So, 
while in many parts of the world it is just a day for 
feasting, in all Christian countries it is a day of rejoic- 
ing, because we received then God’s greatest gift to us 
—His only begotten Son. 

And now with just that little bit of back-ground, I 
am going to call on the representatives of other lands 
whom we are so glad to welcome in our midst tonight, 
to tell us a little about their Christmas. 
you tell us about Christmas in Spain? 


Ramon, won't 


Ramon: In Spain the Christmas tree is unknown 
and few presents are given, yet Christmas is the great 
day of the year, a church festival observed by all classes. 
On Christmas eve when the shops are filled with sweet- 
meats and goodies, people throng the streets where the 
air swells with songs and the music of castanet, guitar, 
and tambourines. There is revelry, music and dancing 
until midnight when all go to the churches, where 
priests peform the cockcrow mass and Christmas hymns 
are sung. After this service there is dancing until the 
early morning hours, dancing to the Christmas songs 
which have been handed down for hundreds of years. 
On Christmas day there are three masses and in some 
places nativity plays are given in the churches. In the 
homes children gather about plaster images representing 
the birth of Christ and sing Christmas songs, and 
groups pass through the streets singing carols. Even 
the humblest homes have extra goodies for the Christ- 
mas dinner, and great quantities of rich cakes, sweet- 
meats, nuts and candies are consumed. 


Leader: Carmen, we'd like to have you tell us about 
Christmas in Italy. 

Carmen: The important part of the Italian Christ- 
mas is the presepio which is a miniature representa- 
tion of the birthplace of Christ, with the Holy Family, 
shepherds, cattle and sheep, buildings and the hills often 
with angels hovering over them. Sometimes the Babe 
is in the manger but more frequently the manger is 
empty and on Christmas eve the doll representing the 
infant Jesus is brought into the room, passed around for 
each person to pray before and then placed in the. 
manger. This presepio is often quite elaborate and 
expensive and when the Christmas festivities are over is 
taken apart and stored away until the next year. Visi- 
tors who go about on Christmas stop before the pre- 
sepio in each home to pray or sing Christmas carols. 
For twenty-four hours before Christmas eve a rigid 
fast is kept; at twilight candles are lighted before the 
presepio, then comes the Christmas banquet with fish 
an important dish. The Christmas tree with its gifts is 
not known to Italian boys and girls, but often they 
draw presents from a large vase called the Urn of 
Fate. No holly or evergreen is used for decorating, 
but quantities of flowers are seen. 

Leader: Some of us may be familiar with Christmas 
as it is celebrated in Germany, but Hans, we would like 
to have you tell us a little more about it. 

Hans: It was in Germany that the popularity of the 
Christmas tree originated. For a week or more before 
Christmas loads of evergreen trees could be seen going 
towards towns and cities where each family had one 
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and sometimes two with which to celebrate. Societies 
bought them for families too poor to afford them so 
very few homes were without the tinsel-hung tree, vary- 
ing in height from two to twenty feet. The Christmas 
festivities began on the eve of St. Nicholas, the sixth of 
December, when it was formerly the custom to send 
a man about the towns impersonating St. Nicholas, 
who inguired which children deserved gifts. At Christ- 
mas time it had been the custom to exchange gifts, each 
member of the family having some present however 
small for each of the others. 


Leader: And now we would like to 
Merrie England. 

Ruth: In early days Christmas in England was 
principally a religious service; later it became a time 
of revelry and was celebrated with great magnificence. 
To the singing of songs the yule log was hauled to the 
fireplace, where after each person had saluted it to 
bring good luck it was lighted with a piece of the log 
saved from the previous Christmas. Walls were hung 
with ivy, holly and mistletoe and huge wassail bowls 
in which roasted apples floated in spiced brandy or cider 
were placed about the tables. Revels lasted a week or 
more with games, plays, singing and dancing. Entertain- 
ing was on a large scale with great quantities of food. 
The chief dish at the Christmas feast was a boar’s head 
borne on a large server, preceded by trumpeters and 
followed by singers. Knights took part in tournaments 
and gardens were beautifully decorated for dancing. The 
revels were carried so far that during the Reformation 
the custom of observing Christmas was looked upon as 
sacrilegious and in 1652 laws were passed prohibiting 
Christmas festivities of any kind. Years later Christmas 
was again celebrated in homes and churches but never 
in the merry manner of olden times. 


hear from 


Leader: Some of our boys who were in France 
about twelve years ago have memories of a Christmas 
over there, and perhaps recall the longing for home and 
family at that time, but tonight we want Jean to tell us 
how Christmas is celebrated in France during peace 
times. 

Jean: In France Christmas is the least observed of 
all holidays except in a few provinces and places remote 
from cities. Shops offer tempting arrays of gifts and 
goodies and streets are filled with purchasers, yet few 
customs are observed in towns and cities. In many 
country homes the yule log is burned and is thought 
to have kindly powers so if shoes are left beside it dur- 
ing the night they will be filled with candy, while if the 
ashes are saved they will keep away bad luck during 
the coming year. Yuletide begins on St. Barbar’s Day, 
December fourth, when grain is planted in small dishes 
of earth. If the grain grows well crops are to be 
abundant during the summer. This dish of green grain 
is used as a centerpiece on the Christmas table. Many 
families arrange a representation of the Holy Manger 
which is lighted with candles and before which Christ- 
mas songs are sung. 

Leader: Now, Signe, won’t you tell us what they do 
in your beloved Sweden at Christmas time? 


Signe: In Sweden there is a general housecleaning 
before Christmas, starting the first of the month, when 
every spot must be set in order. Two weeks before 
Christmas the baking begins, many kinds of breads, 
cakes, various kinds of cheese, and drinks, the home- 
made beer and wine which are consumed in large quan- 
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tities. On Christmas eve the children are admitted to 
the room containing the Christmas tree which the 
elders have trimmed with paper flowers and bright 
streamers. There are gifts for all, then the company 
plays merry games about the tree. Between ten and 
eleven the Christmas supper is served, the table being 
gaily decorated with flowers and green leaves. Each 
home is expected to erect a pole in the yard with a 
sheaf of grain at the top for the birds’ Christmas din- 
ner. Christmas morning the older members of the home 
attend church service, going in sled parties which are 
a feature of the day. 

Leader: We hear so much about Russia being the 
land of oppression and sorrow, but we know there is 
one season of the year when the Russian folk are joy- 
ous and gay, and we want Olga to tell us about Christ- 
mas in Russia. 

Olga: In Russia a large part of the Christmas cere- 
monies consist of the singing of carols, of which there 
are many handed down from the early centuries. The 
people of Russia, living in a cold and severe country, 
love to sing and do so as joyously as the inhabitants of 
the sunny climes. The Christmas songs resemble those 
sung by the ancients to the sun and in some parts of 
Russia a maiden in white, representing the goddess of 
the sun, goes on a sledge from house to house with a 
retinue of maids singing carols. The greeting, “Merry 
Christmas,” is not heard in Russia except by foreign- 
ers; instead the Russian says, “Greetings for the 
Lord’s birth,” and the one addressed answers, “God be 
with you.” Blessing the home is a custom quite gen- 
erally observed. A priest with a company of boys bear- 
ing a vessel of holy water goes from home to home 
blessing the house and its inmates. House parties are 
a feature of Christmas time when games are played, 
poetry recited and songs sung, sometimes the whole 
night, for of poetry and song the Russian never tires. 

Leader: So we could keep on—Christmas in Africa, 
in China, in Japan, but as we have none of those good 
friends here, we must be content to remember them in 
our prayers, for everywhere, everywhere it’s Christmas, 
and the spirit of Christmas is felt even in the heathen 
lands. Let us all softly sing ‘“Holy Night,” after which 
I will ask William Brown to close with prayer. 

All sing: “Holy Night.” 


Prayer \ 

O God, who made the darkness of the Christmas 
eve bright with the shining star of Bethlehem, we thank 
Thee for Thy gift of Jesus to all nations of the world. 
We thank Thee that His love is great enough to encir- 
cle the world. We are grateful that no matter what 
race we belong to, whether we are young or old, rich 
or poor, of the East or of the West, Thou art our un- 
failing Friend. Grant us on this Christmas day Thy 
tolerance. Open our hearts to take in our brothers of 
every race. Help us to remember that giving and not 
getting is the lesson of Christmas day. May the peace 
and good will that Jesus came to bring abide with Thy 
children in all nations. This we pray in the name of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Benediction by the pastor. 


(Note: It will add greatly to the effectiveness of the program if 
after each “foreigner” has spoken, a Christmas song ie that 
land may be sung either by the group or by a soloist. In the book 
: Christmas and New Year Songs,” compiled by Florence Botsford, 
and published by the Woman’s Press, New York City, you will find 
Christmas songs of Russia, Italy, Sweden and Latin America, which 
latter could be used for Spain: These songs are both in English 
and the native tongue. For Germany, any one of a number of old 
favorites can be sung, perhaps “O Tannenbaum” is the best known. 
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For France, “O Holy Night” (Cantique de Noel) by Adam, and 
of course t 1ere are a good number of English songs that can be 
used and which will be found in our hymnals. Grateful acknowledge- 
ment is made to Lydia Glover Deseo, of the Department of Plays 
and Pageants of the World Service Commission of the Methodist 


oo Church, for valuable suggestions and assistance to the 
writer. 
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December 29, 1929 
First Sunday after Christmas 
HOW MAY WE BENEFIT FROM THIS 
YEAR’S EXPERIENCES? 
Psalm 119:65-72 
(By Rev. Chester S. Simonton) 
The Leader’s Comment 

Too often, as we approach the beginning of a new 
year, the tendency is to so set our faces that we see in 
only one direction—forward. In our eagerness and ex- 
pectancy for the future, we are apt to forget the past. 
And, there are many who would defend this attitude: 
who live by the motto: “Let the dead past bury its dead”, 
who hold that the only thing worth cherishing is the 
ever-yearning glance toward the morrow. Such _ per- 
sons see no value in backward glances at all. They 
quote the words of the apostle: “Forgetting the things 
that are behind, and reaching forth unto the things that 
are before,’ and yet they themselves seem to forget 
that in all Paul’s writings he made frequent reference 
to the past and that here he only asks that those 
things be forgotten which might hinder the onward pro- 
gress. No, we are not to despise the past for it is full 
of usefulness. There is a sense in which it can be 
truthfully said that life’s forward journey can only be 
wisely directed and successfully made by often look- 
ing backward. 

Along the Ohio River there is a certain region 
where, at some seasons of the year, almost every morn- 
ing witnesses a heavy fog covering the water and the 
valley through which the river flows. Rowers who have 
occasion to cross the broad stream in the early part of 
the day often experience great difficulty in pulling a 
direct course to the opposite side. The danger lies in 
being deflected by the current, and even for experienced 
rowers it is not always easy to reach that farther shore. 
But there is one rule which, if given close attention, 
will prove a tremendous help. By carefully looking 
backward, by keeping his eye fixed upon the rippling 
path caused by the disturbance of the water, by hold- 
ing his aim straight in line with the track left behind 
the rower can make sure that he is moving toward the 
point for which he started out. 

In a like manner we may find it profitable in making 
the voyage of life to exercise the grace of examining the 
progress that has been made. A sight of the road that 
we have travelled may suggest much as to the course 
we ought to take. Sighting back along the broken line 
of ripples may serve to guide us as we point our boat’s 
prow into the unknown future. This is the way the poet 
Kipling puts it: 

“Tf only myself could talk to myself 
As I knew him a year ago, 

T could tell him a lot 
That would help him a lot 

Of things he ought to know.” 


Luther Leaguer, as you stand near the close of this 
old year and glance backward, what are your reflections? 
What kind of a record have you written? Have you 
been of profit or loss to your Master? Have you been 
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faithful? I do not say,—have you been perfect? 
of us are perfect. 


None 
We all blot our pages, and make mis- 
takes, and leave things undone. Christ knows all about 
those things. He never forgets how frail we are. But 
He is always patient when He reads within a human 
heart a real desire to be faithful. And blessed indeed 
are you today if you can look at this past year and say 
with Charles Kingsley: “Lord, I am no hero, but I have 
tried to be faithful; to do the duty which lay near me; 
and to leave whatever Thou didst 
charge a little better than I found it.” 

But, the past is gone. The old year is just about 
to close. Its record is written. Not one single line of 
it can we change. No doubt there is much in it we 
would like to change—many things done that we are 
ashamed of, and many things undone that we regret. 
Yet the page is turning. Its content is either to our 
shame or to our honor, according as we have written 
there. The old year is gone, but, a new year is come. 
The door of 1929 is closing, but, the door of 1930 is 
opening. 

Surely we can be thankful for that little, but mo- 
mentous word “but”. There are many “buts” in human 
experience, and if we will read them into their proper 
places they will fill us with courage and hope. We 
made several mistakes yesterday, but that is no reason 
why we should repeat them today. We have been 
neglectful of God and our duty to Him, but we can do 
otherwise from this moment) on if we will. We have 
erred much during this past year, but we are given the 
opportunity of making good in a new one. Ah, the 
new year is a gift from God—the gift of another chance. 
And as God lays it at our feet, His loving hand seems 
to wave this sweet command: Carry on! Go forward! 


“We are stepping o’er the threshhold, we are in the open door, 
We are treading on a borderland we never trod before. 

Another year is closing, another year is born, 

We have passed the darkness of the night, we are in the early morn. 
We have left the fields behind us over which we scattered seed, 
We pass into the future which none of us can read, 

Then hasten to fresh labor, to thresh, and reap, and sow; 

Then bid the new year welcome, and let the old year go; 

Then gather all your vigor, press forward in the fight, 

And let this be your motto: ‘For God, and for the right’.” 


commit into my 


An Outline on the Topic 
1. The need of a backward look. 
a. Inventory —balance the 
losses. 
b. How do we stand? 
2. The revelations of a backward look. 
a. Some mistakes. 
b. Some omissions. 
c. Some shortcomings. 
d. Some achievements. 
3. The value of a backward look. 
a. Are we facing right? 
b. Where do we go from here? 


ledger —check our 


Questions for Discussion 
1. What has been our greatest achievement as an 
organization during 1929? 
2. What has been our greatest weakness as an 
organization this past year? 
3. What worthy project might our League under- 
take for this new year? 


Program Suggestions for the Leader 
Might have several individuals assigned to speak 
briefly on: A. Mistakes our League has made. B. What 
our League has neglected. C. What our League has 
accomplished this year. 
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Might distribute pencils and paper and have every- 
body offer suggestions on “How Improve Our League 
in 1930?” 

Might make this a Candlelight Meeting, placing the 
lighted candles on the desk, piano, and around the room. 
Any seasonal decorations will add interest. Create an 
atmosphere. 

Quotations and Poems 
The Book of Life 

In the New Testament we read that in the Great 
Day a book will be opened which is the Book of Life 

Man’s life is a collection of days, written all over 
with thoughts, words and deeds, and bound together. 
Life is a volume, every year a page; every week a para- 
graph, every day a line of a continuous story. 

As we turn a leaf, we do two things; cover one 
page, and uncover another. It is well to get the first 
page out of sight, though we must profit by our mis- 
takes. No use to brood over the blot and let tears 
hinder the writing or allow the ink on our fingers to 
cause the grip on the pen to loosen. 


Upward and Onward 
We cannot afford to look back over the past year 
for any other purpose than to forget and to profit by 
the mistakes that we have made. Our faces should be 
set forward. Some people are so exultantly satisfied 
with the past year that they are continually looking 
back over it rather than looking forward to pursue other 
tasks. We can no more afford to look backward than a 
farmer can as he plows his furrow. “No man having 
put his hand to the plow and turning backwards is. fit 
for the Kingdom of God.’ Let us not look backward 
but forward into the new year with all its unexplored 
possibilities, 
God’s Way the Best 
It is well to look backward once in a while and 
realize what a strange and crooked thing life would 
have become if we could have had our own way at each 


turn of the road. 
Life’s Review 


Do we know our Bibles better than we did at 
the beginning of the year? Three hundred and sixty- 
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five days of reading the Bible, fifty-three Sunday School 
lessons, should produce some effects. Some truths 
should stand out more clearly; some should have been 
illuminated by experience; some progress should have 
been made in making them tell on every-day life. 
A Spiritual Inventory 
It is highly propen on particular occasions to take 
a retrospect of our history and the dealings of God with 
us. The architect often does this during the rising of 
the structure he is erecting. The teacher does this in 
the examination of pupils. The mariner does this in 
consulting his log book. And the merchant does this 
when he yearly makes his inventory. How proper that 
the Christian should do it! The last Sunday of the 
year seems a suitable period for it. 
1929 
The year is closed—the record made, 
The last deed done, the last word said: 
The memory alone remains 
Of all its joys, its griefs, its gains; 
And now with purpose full and clear, 
I turn to meet another year. 
1930 
Another year is dawning! 
Dear Master, let it be, 
On earth, or else in heaven, 
Another year for Thee. 
Last Year’s Weak Points 
A general, who had led his army a long and tedious 
journey through a wilderness, was about to encamp 
them for the night, when he received word that the 
enemy was planning to attack him at a certain point. 
“Double guard that point tonight,’ was his order. If 
you want this year to be the best of your life, double 
guard at last year’s weak points. 
Make It Better 
An old painter of Siena, after standing for a long 
time in silent meditation before his canvas, turned 
away, saying, “May God forgive me that I do not do 
it better!” May this prayer also be upon our lips, as 
with a glance backward we step out upon the threshhold 
of this new year. 
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INTERMEDIATE TOPICS : 


December 1, 1929 
CHRIST FOR OURSELVES AND FOR OTHERS 
uke 2:10) 1s) Johns 17:20) 211 

Some people go through life on the “give and take” 
philosophy, that is, they narrow themselves in their 
giving to what they receive from others. If others are 
kind to them they return in like manner; but if unkind- 
ness is meted out to them they reciprocate unkindly. 
The whole problem of living with such people is solved 
by the “eye for eye” rule of life. 

Christians true to Christ go through life on the 
“get and give” method, that is, they first get from 
Jesus—then give to others. To such persons Christ 
becomes the “wholesale man” and in turn they become 
His distributors to others. Read John 6:11. How does 
this verse illustrate this point? 

Getting 

Now read our first text, Luke 2:10, 11. 

personal import of this text. 


Notice the 
“And the angel said unto 


them.” Who was the angel addressing? Were many 
persons addressed? Again, note the words of the angel, 
“Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy.” Still another personal emphasis is to be 
noted, namely: “For unto you is born,” etc. 


Above we asked the question, “Were many persons 
addressed?” You were unable to state their number, 
but we assume there were only a few. What does this 
mean? Just this. To those few shepherds and to the 
wise men was instituted the great privilege of telling 
to the world “the good tidings of great joy.’ What if 
those few chosen messengers had failed in their mission? 
Why did they not fail? 


The problem of missioning for China then is a per- 
sonal one. As we trace the development of God’s plan 
for the redemption of men as recorded in the Bible we 
are struck by the “many near collapses” of that plan. 
At one time only a Noah, at Another an Abraham; 
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now a Moses or a Daniel, then a priest or a prophet, 
finally Christ—one man always standing out against all 
the rest in defense of the Almighty. Post-Bible his- 
tory records the same condition—Constantine, Huss, 
Luther, Muhlenberg, Livingstone—countless others— 
here and there — everywhere — personally and alone 
fighting the battle of the Lord. In our own day we see 
the dark continents of Europe serviced by faithful 
Christians. Why? Because Christ first got into their 
hearts. 

Mordecai said to Esther, “Who knows but that 
thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 
But Esther would have served her own vanity and 
failed her people had her heart not been possessed by a 
high sense of duty and love. The reason why she did 
not fail her people was because her worship of the true 
Jehovah had filed her mind with 
others. 

Christ is for you and for me first. But not to keep. 
The reason why Christians so often are ashamed of 
Christ is because they haven’t anything to be ashamed 
of—they actually haven't got Christ in their hearts. Is 
it selfish to want Christ for yourself first? Can a per- 
son give away what he doesn’t have? 

Have you surrendered yourself completely to 
Christ? Have you put all things in His care in order 
that He might place all of you in service? 


the will to serve 


Giving 

Turn now to the second lesson of our topic, John 
17:20,21. Prior to petitioning His Father in behalf of 
the world Christ’s chief concern was for His disciples. 
Why? Read the early verses of this chapter. But in 
order that not one person be lost Christ concerns Him- 
self at the throne of Grace in behalf of others. Now 
how does Jesus expect those others to hear of His love 
and in turn come to love Him? Who is meant in Jesus’ 
words when He says in verse 20, ‘‘through their word’’? 

Here then the “giving” emphasis of the Christian’s 
system of Christ-likeness comes in for exercising. The 
importance with which Paul considers this activity side 
of Christian expression is set forth in Romans 10:13-15. 

The Mary-Martha scene in their Bethany home, 
where the former “sits at His feet” and the latter “bus- 
ies herself with the duties of the household,” is explana- 
tory of our topic; and in the same person—the Mary de- 
sire to get and the Martha readiness to give—should 
be demonstrated. 

The Lord only expects to get back from us in pro- 
portion to what He has given us. Just because you 
can’t give much isn’t reason why you should withhold 
all. The parable of the talents is based on what each 
man was capable of doing—no more, no less. 

Margaret Eggleston, in her book, “75 Stories for 
the Worship Hour,” tells of a small group of India 
Christians, themselves in direst poverty, giving $3.62 to- 
ward the relief of families made destitute during the 
recent Mississippi flood. In presenting the money to 
the missionary one of the Indian women said: “They 
have given us Christ, education, famine relief, and 
countless gifts of sympathy and prayer. I think we 
ought to give, as well as pray, and help them now.” 


Discussion 
A chart listing two columns—one of the things re- 
ceived from Christ, the other of the things given away 
in His name—should awaken discussion and provoke 
serious thinking. 
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December 8, 1929 
WHY GIVE AT CHRISTMAS? 


Acts 20:35; I John 3:16-18 
, 


(By Mrs. A. J. Traver) 
“T wish I had the courage of my convictions,” said 
ae Fy one / es : 
Virginia. These ads, ‘do your Christmas shopping 


early’ certainly tease me. 
sane Christmas.” 


I had almost decided on a 


“TH be kind to the idea though it probably will be 
lonesome in a strange place if you pass it on to me. 
It sounds interesting,” replied Richard. 

Virginia hesitated. “I’m afraid you will think I 
am ‘preaching’, but I’ve been thinking a good bit about 
Christmas gifts since I’ve been buying mine out of my 
allowance. Last year I spent $10 and then I wasn’t 
very well pleased. I’m afraid I haven’t time now to go 
into details, it is nearly time for my Scout meeting.” 

Richard looked disappointed. “Do you know I am 
leader for our Luther League meeting next month? The 
topic is “Why Give at Christmas?’ I thought I was on 
the track of some good stuff. Can’t you help me out?” 

Virginia smiled. “Oh, I know how you conduct 
those meetings. TIl give you a list of questions for a 
discussion. I think you will get my ‘big idea’ if you 
really want it.” 

“Well, V1l say I do. We have had some great dis- 
cussions and I dreaded to lead the meeting because I 
thought I couldn’t keep up the good work. You'll get 
your reward some day if you will give me something 
new and interesting.” 

“T promise,” replied Virginia, “and I hope you will 
all decide to be courageous with me about giving at 
Christmas.” 

These are the questions she prepared: 

Whose birthday is Christmas? 

Why do we give gifts to others on His birthday? 
Would we like folks to give to everyone else on our 
birthday, especially if they didn’t give us very much or 
perhaps nothing at all? 

When Jesus was born the angels sang, “On earth 
peace, good will to men.” Do we think more about 
good will to men than we do about peace on earth? Is 
that how giving at Christmas started? Isn’t it queer 
how we really do feel good will to men most especially 
at Christmas) tinier 

If we give Christmas gifts, to whom should we give? 
To all our friends? To little children? To poor people? 
To the Church? To Jesus? What can we give to 
Jesus? What is the very best gift to give Him? 

If we give gifts to friends what should we give? 
How can we give with some thought of Jesus in mind? 
Would our friends like a fine picture of Christ, a beauti- 
ful Madonna or some Biblical picture? Would they like 
a fine devotional book, a new Bible or hymnal? 

If our friends would not care for these gifts, are 
they the right kind of friends? 

Is there anything else to give but things? 
about giving our time? 

Suggestions: Give a day or an evening during 
Christmas vacation to your pastor or his wife. He 
might ask you to make personal or phone calls or to 
write letters or do some errand. She might give you 
the overflowing mending basket or ask you to mind the 
children while she spends the day outside her home. 
Would you be willing to do it as a birthday present 
for Jesus? 


How 
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How about giving our talents? Can we sing or play 
or recite or even just read aloud? There are many 
people in institutions and homes who would think that 
was the finest kind of Christmas gift “in His name and 
for His sake.” ; 

Will we resolve this year to put Christ in Christmas? 

Wouldn’t it be a fine thing to start a League for 
Christian Christmas giving? 

Closing Prayer: Dear Father in Heaven, who gave 
to us the best Christmas gift, we thank Thee for Jesus 
and all He has given to us. Help us to give to others 
and to Him, in His name. Amen. 
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December 15, 1929 
PEACE ON EARTH—HOW WILL IT COME? 
Isaiah 2:1-4; Ephesians 2:13-22 

To the Leader: Assign to members the task of learning the 
contributions toward peace that have been made by such men as 
the late Dr. Stresemann, of Germany; Premier Briand, of France; 
Mr. Ramsey MacDonald, of England, and President Hoover, of the 
United States. Have their findings reported before the League. 

Peace Implied 

The coming of Jesus into the world was heralded 
by a new note, namely: “Peace on earth—good will to- 
ward men.” In the broader sense all the teachings of 
Jesus were directed toward that end. He even taught 
submission to evil at times in order to maintain a peace- 
able relationship among men. Read Matthew 5:38-48. 
Jesus was born, lived and died for purposes of directing 
men to live in brotherly love one toward another—with 
God’s love over all as the only possible means of ac- 
complishing this ideal. Before returning to His Father 
Jesus said: “My peace I leave with you.” Again He 
said: “Go—teach.” What? Peace, of course. Peace 
with God. Now peace with God begets peace with your 
fellows. Read Isaiah 2:1-4. 


Peace Applied 

While the outlawry of war is the chief objective in 
the mind of the world today as the only guarantee of 
peace, there are certain evil causes that bring about war 
that must first be done away with before peace is an 
assured fact. Such causes as hate, vengeance, greed, 
desire for national position, misunderstanding, national 
prejudices, etc., are meant. Displacing such evil quali- 
ties with the power of Christian love through the appli- 
cation of the Christian qualities is the only solution to 
the problem. Patience, forbearance, understanding, 
good will and such qualities of Christian love constitute 
peace applied. We will never have peace until peaceable 
means are used between nations to settle all disputes 
and misunderstandings. In other words, “Let this mind 
be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” 

Here are two boys. They have their likes and dis- 


likes. Each possesses something the other does not 
have. Each wants that particular thing owned by the 
other. Two things they can do. Either selfishly hold 


on to their property or share it together. If they keep 
to themselves envy and dislike will result, but if they 
come together on the basis of mutual understanding 
friendship and good times will follow. If you were one 
of these two boys what attitude would you take? If 
the Christian attitude, then peace would reign in your 
hearts—if the opposite attitude, then war, so to speak. 
How does the same rule apply to and govern nations? 

One way for us to contribute as school youth to the 
ideal of peace is in sharing the Christian life with tor- 
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eign born boys and girls. If we won't understand the 
other fellow when he’s at our elbow, certainly we won't 
understand him across the seas. Does being brotherly 
mean the surrendering of one’s rights insofar as birth, 
nationality, color, social standards, etc., are concerned? 
Cannot one be a friend to a foreigner without blood 
relationship? 
Questions for Discussion 

1. What blood relationship guarantees peace? Read 
Ephesians 2:13-18. Do some nations encourage inter- 
marriage of their heirs to assure peace among them- 
selves? Does this plan always assure permanent peace? 

2. We will admit that the Bible teaches the love 
of one’s neighbor. But if a neighbor is not ready to 
deal with you on the basis of Christian love, and insists 
upon fighting you, what should be your attitude toward 
him? Must you submit to his cruelties and injustices? 
Does God require a nation to defend its rights? Read 
Romans 13:4. Is it not possible in the future to uphold 
national rights without resorting to arms? 

3. Should any one nation entirely scrap its arma- 
ment of warfare and let it be known that it will not 
resist attack under any circumstances? Is the world 
ready for such a doubtiul gesture of good will? Why? 

4. Matthew 24:4-14 records Jesus as saying that 
“wars and rumors of wars” will be a constant curse on 
humankind until the Last Times. According to this sin- 
ful man becomes helpless to stop war. But does Jesus 
mean that these “wars and rumors of wars’’ will always 
take on the nature of armed conflict? May not some 
other form of restraint be found to maintain the right 
of all nations to an existence? 
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December 22, 1929 


CHRISTMAS SONGS I LIKE 
Luke 2:13, 14 


More than any other special day of the Christian 
year, Christmas is the season of song. Perhaps it would 
be more correct to say that the whole Advent season, 
which precedes the festival of Christmas and leads up to 
it, has furnished the inspiration to hymn-writers in all 
ages of the Church’s history to do their best to make 
vocal the Church’s praise to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose coming this blessed season celebrates. 

We go back to the New Testament itself for the 
earliest and the greatest of the Advent and Christmas 
hymns. These are called by their Latin names and are 
familiar to us because they have a place in our regular 
forms of service. The Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) is the 
Virgin Mary’s song of praise to God for the high honor 
which was hers in being the mother of the world’s 
Saviour. The Benedictus (Luke 1:67-79), the hymn of 
Zacharias, father of John the Baptist, belongs in the 
Advent theme because it tells of the herald of the com- 
ing Christ. These ancient and Scriptural hymns are in- 
cluded in our Matin Service. And of course we are all 
familiar with the Gloria in Excelsis, based on the words 
of Luke 2:13, 14, which is the chief musical part of our 
Common Service. The Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2:29-32), 
the song of the aged Simeon, also has a place in the 
Christmas cycle. We use it in the Vesper Service in 
our Church. 

Apparently very early in the history of the Chris- 
tian Church, the Christmas season was the occasion for 
the creation of many popular songs. During the Middle 
Ages arose those spontaneous expressions of popular 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


feeling at Christmastide, which are called Christmas 
carols. Some of these dealt with the human aspects of 
the festival, its mirth and feasting, but most of them 
were based ‘on the religious meaning of the Geng, ID bres 
ing our time these old carols have been revived and 
there is much interest in them. The extension of com- 
munity interest in music and the development of the 
radio have made us familiar with these old songs with 
their quaint language and sentiment. “The First Noel” 
and “God Rest You, Merry Gentlemen,” are well-known 
types of the Christmas carol. 

This term has come to be applied in a loose way 
to all Christmas songs and hymns, but we should re- 
member that the first purpose of Christmas songs is not 
to give general expression to our good feeling at this 
happy season of the year, but to praise the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who came in such a humble fashion to be our 
Redeemer and our King. We shall sing the well known 
Christmas songs more sincerely this year, if we bear 
that in mind. 

It is impossible to speak of all the familiar hymns 
we use at Christmas time, but there are some which 
are sure to occur to us as we think of the Christmas 
songs we like best. Probably “Silent Night, Holy 
Night” is sung more than any other one Christmas 
song. The German schoolmaster who wrote it a 
hundred years ago seems to have drawn his inspiration 
from St. Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus. It is a 
most tender and beautiful little ballad, and we are 
greatly indebted to the unknown translator who has 
rendered it into English as fine as the original German. 

Lutherans may take pride in the fact that Martin 
Luther wrote many hymns and songs dealing with the 
Christmas theme. Probably the most familiar is “Away 
In a Manger,” which tradition says was composed es- 
pecially for his own little son. All children love it if 
they have a chance to-learn it. 

“Adeste Fideles,” the 17th century Christmas hymn 
of unknown authorship, is another well known and 
popular Christmas song. It is based on Luke 2:15 and 
is a fine application of that statement of the shepherds. 
Probably the familiar and excellent tune to which the 
hymn is sung has much to do with our liking for it. 
That is often the case with hymns which we have 
learned to love. It is much to be regretted that several 
varying English translations of this hymn are in common 
use, thus making for much confusion among those who 
try to sing it from memory. 

Several of our common Christmas hymns are de- 
scriptive of the Christmas event, and moralize upon it. 
Such are Phillips Brooks’ hymn, “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem,” Nahum Tate’s “While Shepherds Watched 
Their Flocks by Night,” and others. 

Charles Wesley’s greatest hymn, “Hark, the Herald 
Angels Sing,” deals with the person, nature and mission 
of Christ. Undoubtedly that high theme is responsible 
for the happy phrasing and lofty sentiment of this, one 
of the greatest of Christmas songs. “Angels from the 
Realms of Glory,” by James Montgomery, stresses the 
thought of invitation to worship and service of the new- 
born King. Prophecy and promise, with special refer- 
ence to the future, are the theme of Sears’ fine hymn, 
“Tt Came Upon the Midnight Clear.” Isaac Watts’ 
“Joy to the World” strikes the note of joy as upper- 
most in the meaning of the world’s greatest event. 

All of these great Christmas songs we know and 
love. It is a profitable and rewarding exercise to study 
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them with the idea of understanding the central ideas of 
their authors. That way we shall use them with more 
meaning to ourselves and with a great deal more sin- 
cerity and reality in our worship at Christmas time. 


Ja Ink Jal fa al 
December 29, 1929 


RESOLUTIONS WORTH MAKING 
AND KEEPING 
Luke 15:18; Joshua 24:14, 15 

Two more days—then New Year’s. On the eve of 
New Year’s day many conscientious and well meaning 
folk will be thinking about the kind and number of 
resolutions to make. The motive behind many such 
resolutions is praiseworthy. Dissatisfaction with past 
practices and achievements, past motives and methods, 
etc., prompts folks to want to do better the coming 
year. It is well, for instance, that an unpleasant dis- 
position be changed to one of joyfulness; that a lazy 
boy turn himself about face or that a fickle girl begin to 
think on life a bit more seriously. But it is not so 
easy to resolute one’s bad habits into oblivion—they 
sometimes stick closer to you than a brother. Discuss 
this point and give several reasons why New Year’s 
resolutions generally fail in getting folks anywhere in 
bettering their mode of life. 


Displacement 

T’ll venture one reason now to the discussion above 
The average resolution on New Year’s aims at the sup- 
pression of some bad habit. For years the person want- 
ing to change a bad habit has been, so to speak, vic- 
timized by that habit. It has become like an ingrown 
toe nail—hard to get rid of. He resolves to suppress 
over night that bad habit. He usually fails, because 
of failure to replace it with something good. By dis- 
placement is meant crowding out, slowly but surely, an 
inappropriate behavior or bad habit, by the peaceful 
cultivation of a more appropriate behavior or that of 
good habits. Positive and constructive virtues are sure 
to displace all anti-social and moral acts. The wisdom 
of this method is taught by Jesus, when He says, “It 
has been said an eye for an eye, but I say unto you, re- 
sist evil with good.” 


Now to the Topic 

The first resolution worth making and keeping is 
that of sensing God’s love and the rich rewards that 
that love holds in store for us. The prodigal son in our 
first lesson, we learn, failed to do this. He imagined 
his father’s contributions to his daily living were com- 
monplace things alongside the colorful pleasures of the 
world. He went—spent and was spent. Then he re- 
flected on his choices and denounced himself a fool. 
Read his soliloquy in verse 17. What did the son say 
to himself concerning his father’s ability to re-supply 
his daily wants? 

The whole Bible attests to God’s goodness and 
mercy. (The leader should be able easily to select any 
number of appropriate texts on the mercy of God and 
assign them to the members.) Discuss here the proposi- 
tion of God’s restricting His mercies to certain indivi- 
duals and peoples. 

A sister resolution to that of appraising God’s bless- 
ings is that of sensing the benefits of home, parents, 
church, school, friends, etc. Here engage in the assem- 
bling on a blackboard of some of the many blessings 
from heaven, home, church and school. 
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The second worth while resolution is in the ad- 
mission and confession of ingratitude and unworthiness 
of God’s rich and tender mercies. An admission of 
guilt is a mark of character, not one of weakness. There 
is no shame to be connected with this type of resolu- 
Was the prodigal son ashamed to go before his 
Did he profit by the 


tion. 
father in sorrowful admission? 
endeavor? 

Jesus insisted upon repentance. The catechism 
teaches us to be daily sorrowful for our sins. The 
Church provides in its confessions and at the Lord’s 
Table opportunities for the forgiveness of our sins. By 
making use of the Scriptural “way of bettering our- 
selves” we will find that there will be little need of 
making resolutions. Our growth will be from within. 
If the heart is right character and the expressions of 
that character will be right. 

One of the chief reasons why the Lutheran Church 
is opposed to having its youth sign pledge cards of 
any sort is in the fact that once allegiance is given the 
Lord it isn’t necessary thereafter to pledge to do your 
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Christian duty. Allegiance to Christ once and for all 
times takes care of further pledging oneself to other 
statements. The thing to be done, however, is to con- 
stantly renew your resolution to the Lord. This is best 
done by confessing your wrong doings before the Lord. 

The third resolution you should make is to serve 
the Lord more earnestly the coming year than you have 
during the past. Read Joshua 24:14-16. What is meant 
by “fearing” the Lord? Are we to dread Hime Of 
course not. Our fear should be that of filial love. The 
same as you hold toward your parents. Fear of hurt- 
ing God’s confidence in you. Fear of winning His dis- 
approval. The way to have filial love for Him then is 
to show it in service. You can’t love your parents by 
denying them expressed love through the kindnesses 
you should show them. Neither can you treat God so. 

Resolve to make service in the League mean more 
to you this year than ever before. Do not refuse to 
attempt any task that is assigned you. Be present at 
as many meetings as is possible to attend. Join heartily 
and attentively in all parts of the meetings. 


Ce ee Ee 


JUNIOR 


December 1, 1929 


ALASKA 


Textbook: Under the North Star, by Katharine E. Gladfelter. 
A course on Alaska containing programs, Outlines, story material, 
handwork designs, all in one volume. Cloth only, 75 cents. 

For other suggested materials, see Review for September. 


Under the North Star 
Program IV 
(By Marguerite Schmidtmann) 

Aim: To lead group to realize that even children 
may help in telling of Jesus our Saviour, the good news 
most needed in our country and the world. 

Preparation: Have ready materials required to pre- 
pare the invitations for the Exhibit. Plan to complete 
the Moving Picture. Have ready typed copies of the 
True-False Test. 

Program 

Worship Hymn: Let the Juniors select the opening 
hymn. Afterwards, let them choose and sing over other 
hymns they would like to use at the public meeting they 
are planning. The following suggested hymns may be 
found in the Song Sheet for Girls and Boys. 

In Christ There Is No East or West 

The World Children for Jesus 

We've A Story to Tell to the Nations 


Scripture: Get suggestions for Scripture lesson 
from the Juniors. Use the best. suggestion for the 
session and for the final program. A good choice would 
be the 23rd Psalm, followed by John 10:16: “Other sheep 
I have which are not of this fold; them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice and there shall be 
one fold and one shepherd.” 

Prayer—Leader: What shall we include in our 
prayer today? let us write down some of the things 
we want to remember in our prayer. (Leader offers 
prayer. After this select one child to be prepared to 
offer prayer at final session.) 

Story: The Raven Hat. Page 33 in textbook. 

Leader: Do you know what a totem is? In the 
story today we will see how the Alaskan has given up 
his totem and taken something else in place of it. (The 
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American flag.) The Alaskan has felt that he needed 
more than the American flag to care for him. Some of 
the people of Alaska have accepted Jesus as their Guide 
and Saviour. Perhaps we can help more of them to 
know and love Him. 

Hymn: Use one of the hymns suggested for final 
program. 

Preparation for Final Meeting: Use the worship 
program worked out by the children. Dramatization of 
stories told may be used. Someone who tells stories 
well could give one of the Folk Tales in text, page 39. 
Help them to see that the presentation of a program 
like this is one way to interest others in the highest 
needs of our country. 

Closing: Give True-False Test again to show how 
much children have learned since the book has been 
studied. 

Handwork: Prepare for final meeting, which may be 
an entertainment. Invitations may be made using pat- 
terns of igloo, a kayak, a totem pole, or similar articles. 

An Exhibit of articles may be arranged, showing 
the study which has been made of Alaska. This may 
invlude posters, the Moving Picture, any drawings made 
by children, gifts to be sent to Alaska, and any pictures 


or articles which have been collected. 


(Prepared under direction of Light Brigade Department, 
Women’s Missionary Society) 
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December 8, 1929 
“SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT” 
With Picture, “The Announcement to the Shepherds” 
Luke 2:1-16 

Hymn Study: “Silent Night, Holy Night” (P. S. 
II, IN@, 40). 

(Miss Edith Menkel) 

Over one hundred years ago an Austrian pastor 
wrote the beautiful Christmas carol now sung and 
loved by all Christians. He was Joseph Mohr. Austria 
gets so little thanks for so many things she has given 
the world, but at Christmas time she listens with swell- 
ing pride to the world singing her carol. 
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This hymn and this tune are better known all over 
the world than any other except “Jesus Loves Me. This 
I know.” “Silent Night, Holy Night,” has been trans- 
lated into more languages and dialects than any other 
Christmas carol. This may be due to the fact that the 
words are so sweet and simple, and also that the music 
just fits the thoughts and feelings of boys, girls and 
grown-ups at Christmas time. The soothing, comfort- 
ing, quieting melody so clothes the words with rest 
and dignity that it is well that this choicest song is 
dedicated to our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Joseph Mohr wrote the words at Salzburg, and a 
school teacher named Franz Gruber wrote the music 
at Ansdorf. This Christmas' 1929, the carol is just one 
hundred and eleven years old, and it is the most beloved 
of all carols. 

Joseph Mohr was once a little boy like you, and so 
was Franz Gruber. They caught a vision of Jesus Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit helped them to express themselves 
in these beautiful verses and music. Perhaps some day 
some of our Juniors will add poetry and music for 
God’s praise and glory, so that the world can take up 
their songs and send them heavenward. Therefore. 
dear girls and boys, give your lives, your talents, and all 
that you have to the Saviour this Christmas time, even 
now, as we celebrate His giving His all for our safety. 


Picture Study: “Announcement to the Shepherds” 
(Plockhorst) 
(Miss Marguerite Schmidtmann) 

Boys and girls everywhere who know Jesus love 
His birthday. They love the stories which tell of His 
birth. One of the most beautiful of these stories is 
found in Luke 2:8-14. As I read it, let us look at this 
picture, which tells the same story: 

“And there were in the same country, shepherds 
abiding in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by 
night. 

“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shown round about-them: and 
they were sore afraid. 

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for be- 
hold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. 

“For unto you is born this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

“And this shall be a sign unto you: ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a man- 
ger. “And suddenly there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” 

Here we have the shepherds abiding in the field, 
watching their flock. We can almost hear the angels 
say: “Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which shall be to all people.” You will notice 
that the angel said “all people.” Jesus came to save 
people of all races and all lands. 

In the distance we see the birthplace of Jesus, 
Bethlehem, the city of David. The beautiful star 
which shone on the night of Jesus’ birth is shining over 
Bethlehem, where the Babe is lying in a manger. (Cann 
you imagine how the shepherds must have hastened 
across that field, after the angels had gone, to worship 
the King of Kings? 

How beautiful must have been that night, with the 
light from heaven and the beautiful star and the angels 
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singing, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace, good will to men.” They are singing that same 
song today to all who love Jesus, “Peace on earth good 
will to men.” They are singing it to children all over 
the world. 

As our Lord came to earth as our Good Shepherd 
seeking the sheep which had wandered from His fold, 
it was the shepherds of Galilee who received the first 
glad tidings. 

fa Jak Sak Sa Sa 
December 15, 1929 


JESUS IN BETHLEHEM, NAZARETH 
AND JERUSALEM 
Luke 4:14-21; John 2:13-17 
(By Rev. E. Allan Chamberlin) 

The three places, Bethlehem, Nazareth and Jerusa- 
lem, suggest three stages in the life of Jesus. 

Bethlehem reminds us of His birth, with the visits 
of the Wise Men, the adoration of the shepherds, and 
the sudden flight into Egypt when His life was in 
danger. 

Nazareth makes us think of His boyhood. It was 
here that He learned a trade as all Jewish boys did. It 
was here that on frequent walks He visited that little 
hill just south of the town, where the rock rose grew 
in such rich profusion, and He communing with nature 
heard her speak to Him a varied language. 

Jerusalem points out in our minds such events as 
His first visit to the temple, when at the age of twelve 
He surprised the doctors with His understanding, or the 
triumphal entry, with its loud hosannas. Here He had 
the great talk with the ruler that came by night. It was 
in this great city that He was tried, that He suffered, 
died and rose again. 

The name Bethlehem means “House of Bread,” 
called so probably because of the large grain fields near 
the little town. It is one of the oldest towns in Bible 
times, dating back to the time of Jacob. 

It was here that the scenes of the Book of Ruth 
are laid. Here she gleaned in the harvest held. Here 
she married the wealthy Boaz, and became the mother 
of Obed, who was to be the grandfather of David, the 
king. Here David the shepherd boy lived and was an- 
nointed by the prophet Samuel in token of the fact that 
he was to be the successor of Saul. 

Today there stands in this little town of Bethlehem 
the oldest Christian church in the world. It is the 
Church of the Nativity, built by the Empress Helena in 
the year 330 A. D. Bethlehem is one of the few cities 
of Palestine which has only a Christian population. 

Nazareth is not mentioned in Old Testament times. 
Nothing is heard of the place until the family of Jesus 
settled there. It is located in the foot hills of the south 
range of the mountains of Lebanon. Once Napoleon 
camped near the town after the battle of Mount Tabor. 

For some reason the town had a bad name even 
with the inhabitants of Galilee. The people of Judea 
did not like the natives of Nazareth because of their 
crude dialect, because they were not cultured, and more 
frequently came in contact with the heathen. 

Near the town is a rocky cliff fifty feet high. It 
was over this cliff that His townspeople tried to throw 
Jesus when He preached His first sermon in His home 
town. 

The name Jerusalem means “Habitation of Peace.” 
The city is built on the edge of a plateau, thirty-two 
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miles from the sea, and eighteen from the Jordan River. 
There were two main highways coming into the city 
over which Jesus often walked with His disciples. One 
went to Jericho over the Mount of Olives, and the other 
came into the city by way of Samaria. 

The deep ravines on three sides of the city gave it 
a wonderful advantage as a fortified city. On the east 
was the valley of the Kedron, over which Jesus went to 
the Garden of Gethsemane, and on the west and south 
was the Valley of Hinnon, where the refuse from the 
city was thrown. 

Great walls reached all around the city, four miles 
in length. The city received its water supply from cis- 
terns and pools fed from underground streams. There 
were a number of gardens throughout the city. 

The burial grounds are located on the steep slopes 
of the Kedron. Here are the tombs of the kings. In 
the walls are many famous gates each with a name. 

The Mosque of Omar stands where the temple once 
stood and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre is near 


where Jesus was crucified. 


(A map of Palestine may be put on the blackboard showing 
the relative positions of these three towns. Another map may also 
be drawn showing the principal land marks of Jerusalem.) 
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December 22, 1929 
Ie (EHURY ANOy AMES, (CIBNRIISHY (rsnUelD) 
(Christmas) 
Matthew 2:9-12 
(By Mrs. W. V. Garrett) 
Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (sing last 
verse as a prayer). 
Scripture: Luke 9:23-27. 
Prayer by a Junior asking God to help each one to 
give his life to Jesus because of His great gift to us. 
Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.” 


The Topic 

1. The Giving Spirit. One of the greatest lessons 
a Junior can learn is to share what he has with others. 
After all, every good thing we have comes from our 
kind Heavenly Father. So what we have is not ours to 
use in a selfish way, but to share with God’s children 
everywhere. 

The little pool that always gets and never gives soon 
becomes stagnant. Dark green scum covers its surface 
and bugs and mosquitoes and ugly living things lurk in 
its corners because it is so selfish that it always gets 
and never gives. 

The little pool that gets and gives, keeps its waters 
clear and sweet and sparkling. On its banks green 
moss and pretty ferns grow. On the branches overhead 
pretty birds sing and the pool sings a merry song as 
it hurries along, always sharing with others what it 
received from above. 

Let us now show our giving spirit by bringing an 
offering that may be used in bringing cheer to some of 
God’s children who do not have the good things we have 
this Christmas season, 

(Offering received at this time.) 

2. The Kind of Gifts We May Give. There are 
many kinds of gifts we can give. We may give money, 
food, clothing, toys and other things to those who are 
in need, but what we give should always be of our best. 

We can also give gifts by doing kind deeds for our 
friends and parents. 

3. God’s Gift to Us. Hundreds of years ago, God 
so loved us that he came down from heaven and was 
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born a little child that He might show us how to live, 
how to suffer, and that we might see how great was 
that love, He died for us. 

When Jesus grew to be a man, He loved boys and 
girls so much that He said, “Suffer little children to 
come unto me.” As He gathered children about Him 
then, so He still loves and cares for them. 

4. The Gift of Self. The greatest gift that we can 
give in return for the love of our great Friend Jesus is 
to give ourselves. We must give ourselves every day 
by being kind, honest and. truthful. We know that we 
must always give God our best gifts and there is no 
greater gift we can give than to give our hearts. 

“God rest you, little children; let nothing you affright, 
For Jesus Christ, your Saviour, was born this happy 
night.” 

Hymn: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.” 

Lord’s Prayer. 
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December 29, 1929 
IN HIS NAME “I WILL TRY” NEXT YEAR 
Matthew 8:19, 20 

Leader: New Year is here. New Year means new 
beginnings, new plans. In our Junior League it means 
some new things. What are some of the plans for 1930? 

Junior: First of all we have new topics. Let each 
one of us say, “I will try” to do my part and make these 
topics interesting when I am called on to take part. 

Leader: What are some of the topics we shall have 
during 1930? 

Junior: We shall have some topics on -the Cate- 
chism. We shall study most interesting missionary 
stories from a book called “Going to Jerusalem.” We 
shall have special Easter, Mother’s Day, Reformation 
and Christmas programs. There are a number about 
the Luther League. There are several about the Bible 
School. We have many new things to learn. 

Leader: Is there anything else new for 1930? 

Junior: Yes, we have a new Junior Reading Course. 
There are five fine books ready for us to read. Let us 
each say, “I will try” to read these books: 

Going to Jerusalem 

Treasure Trove for Little Folks 

Uncle Jim’s Bible Stories from the Old 
Testament 

Grif of Greenbriar Farm 

Martin of Mansfeld 

Leader: What else can we do during 1930? 

Junior: We can work on the Twelve Point Program 
and become a Gold Star Junior League. 

Leader: What is this Twelve Point Program? 

Junior: I will ask some of the Juniors to tell you. 
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The Twelve Point Program 

Spirit of the Twelve Point Program: I am the Spirit 
of the Twelve Point Program. I am here to tell you 
what it is. The Twelve Point Program is for all the 
boys and girls in the Junior Leagues everywhere. It 
is sent out by Miss Mehlhouse, our Junior Secretary in 
Philadelphia. It tells us what we should do to become 
better Leagues during the year. I will call the points of 
the program and they will each explain themselves. 
Enter, Points of the Program, and tell us your message. 

First Junior: The use of Junior Luther League 
Topics. These are found in our Luther League Review, 
and contain the material for our weekly meetings. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Second Junior: Use of the Program Packet, These 
are published every six months and sent out from 
Philadelphia. They have Bible drills, exercises and 
other things to help us prepare our topic. 

Third Junior: Officers and Committees appointed 
from the Juniors. The officers in our Junior League 
are to take charge of our meetings and the committees 
are to help the Superintendent plan our work. 

Fourth Junior: Juniors Themselves Taking Part in 
the Meeting. In this way we are taught about our 
Luther League work and are trained to help in our 
meetings so that when we are promoted into the Inter- 
mediate or Senior League we will know something 
about the Luther League. 

Fifth Junior: One Public Meeting a Year by the 
Juniors. Our fathers and mothers and our friends in 
the church are invited to a public meeting once a year 
to see what we have done. Our program is arranged 
by our Superintendent and at that time we tell them 
about our Junior League. 

Sixth Junior: Something for Others. Each boy and 
girl likes to help others. We can make gifts for the 
Old Folks’ Homes at Christmas and Easter. We can 
collect and send handkerchiefs or pencils and notebooks 
to some poor children who otherwise might not get 
them. Scrapbooks are so easy to make and send to 
the hospitals where the poor sick children are who love 
to look at them. 

Seventh Junior: Joint Meeting with the Senior or 
Intermediate League. These are the Leagues made up 
of older people to which we shall be promoted when we 
are a little older. We meet with them once a year and 
in that way learn a little about them. 

EKighth Junior: Fifty Per Cent of the Juniors Daily 
Bible Readers. Every girl and boy wants to learn more 
about Jesus. To know about Him we read our Bibles 
every day. Our Bibles tell us, too, about Moses, David, 
the little boy Samuel, and others whose stories we love. 

Ninth Junior: Junios at Rallies or Conventions. We 
like to tell other people about our Junior League, so we 
go to rallies where we meet other Juniors. They tell us 
all about what they are doing and we learn many new 
things. When we come home we try to do some of the 
new things we have learned. 

Tenth Junior: Contribution to the Special Junior 
Objective. The Juniors all over the country are given 
some special work each year to which we may send some 
money. This year we are helping to build a Training 
School in Porto Rico, where we have Junior Leaguers. 
Teachers will be trained at this school for the girls 
and boys. 

Eleventh Junior: Junior Reading Course Purchased 
and Circulated. Our Juniors like to read stories and 
each year a number of books are selected for them to 
read. After we finish reading the books we write stor- 
ies about them or make posters to send to Philadelphia. 

Twelfth Junior: A Five Dollar Sustaining Member- 
ship Taken Out. This is to help the Luther League of 
America. To be made a Sustaining Member of the 
Luther League is a nice token of appreciation for the 
work of the Superintendent or our pastor. It also 
helps our Junior League because our Bible drills, topic 
books and many other helps we have come from the 
National League, our Junior Secretary is helped, and 
much of our work given us through the Sustaining 
Membership. 
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Spirit of the Program: You have heard the Twelve 
Points. If our League gets eight of these they receive 
a certificate with a black star. Nine points wins a red 
star, ten points a white star, eleven, points a blue star. 
When all twelve points are made, we win a gold star. 

Junior: Oh, I want our League to be a Gold Star 
League. Let us each one say, “I will try” to help in 
every way so that we can win every point. 

(The Juniors taking part should carry cardboard squares with 
numbers written on them, and the name of the Point which they 


represent. Spirit of the Twelve Point Program may wear a flowing 
robe. As each child repeats the point, the cardboard should be lifted.) 


THE CHRISTIAN QUEST MATERIALS 
I. Basic Materials for Leaders 


What to Do in Using the Christian Quest Materials.10 cents 
(An Introductory Pamphlet) 


1. Qualities of an Effective Leader ............ 10 cents 
2. How a Leader Proceeds with a Group ........ 10 cents 
3. How to Study Individual Growth ............ 10 cents 
4. How a Leader Uses Organization ............ 10 cents 
5. Program Suggestions for Group Leaders ...... 20 cents 
II. Resource Materials for Leaders 
Oe VsOUth mate VVOLS LID mec mirteccneelste aiaictenerieterersietene ate 15 cents 
(cee OUthmatd Recreatrotarcme steers corset anr 15 cents 
Stee Mouthiand se Dramatics. aactivesesccnie cements 25 cents 
SaaY Olt iil Camp inter. .c ae oe omar tion amen 15 cents 
LOW Viouthand Story cL ellingy scicmrcrretecivexsraye miler rsiene 15 cents 
Dee COtthmandmD ebatiin comme dcr ice delete mle erneine 15 cents 
(Order by number) Entire Set $1.55 postpaid. 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
806 Muhlenberg Building Philadelphia, Pa. 


When You Visit the City of Brotherly Love 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN “The Friendly Church” 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts 
In the Heart of Philadelphia 
INVITES YOU TO ALL SERVICES 
10 A. M. “Sunday School of the Hour” 
Harvey C. Miller, Superintendent 
7:45 P. M. Every Thursday Night 
Philadelphia’s Largest Prayer Meeting 
Dr. Ross Stover Preaches Every Sunday 
11 A. M. and 7:30 P. M. 
Come Early! Always Crowded! 
Listen in over WLIT, Lit Bros., Phila. 


Dr. Stover broadcasts ‘‘Musical Ser- 
mons” every alternating Tuesday, at 
12 o’clock noon 


He also Broadcasts from Messiah Lutheran Church 
Every Alternating Sunday at 10:35 A. M. 


ee 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


The College Fit for You 


A high-grade liberal arts College—Co-educational. 

Courses recognized and required as preparatory to Law, 
Medicine, Teaching, and Theology. as 

Fully accredited by the North Central Association, the 
Association of American Universities, the State Departments 
of Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Indiana, etc. 

New Departments of Agriculture and Journalism. 

College Band and a Capella Choir. 

Has trained noted physicians, lawyers, 
sionaries, authors, teachers. 

Very moderate in all expenses. 

Christian in atmosphere, motive and purpose. 

For information and free catalogue and pictorial booklet, 


address : 
President Jacob Diehl, D.D. 
Carthage College, Carthage, Ill. 


ministers, mis- 


Hartwick Academy 


The Oldest Lutheran School in America 
Four Years College Preparatory Course 
High Educational Standards. 
Healthful 


Strong Faculty. 


Beautiful Campus. Community. 


A School of Christian Ideals in a Land of American Traditions 
For Catalogue and Information, Address 


REV. J. C. McLAIN, Headmaster, 
Hartwick Seminary, New York 
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Page Thirty-two 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE HELPS YOU NEED 


Make up your own 
send for a filler at $.75. 
Packet, for half year. 


If you want only one Department, order by packet or by piece. ; ; 
Tf you want a Handbook made up for_you, write the Luther Press for prices. They 
Printing Novelties of attractive design. 


cover to hold 5%x8!% fillers. ; a Hand 
also carry a large stock of Topic Cards, Invitations and League 


LUTHER LEAGUE JEWELRY 
For list of same and prices, write to United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce St, Philadelphia. 


You should have the Topics Quarterly, edited by Dr. C._P. Harry, for use at your Devotionals. At least 
The rates are: 


enough copies should be on hand for the use of your leaders. 


Luther League Handbook. If you want a Handbook covering all three Departments 
This includes Senior Packet, Intermediate Packet, 


Junior Organization and Program 


You may purchase your own loose leaf 


Sproles Coys oao4 nooo uoomcoomodoD 1 yr. $ .25 Four Quarters to one address 

DS COPIES Maw erereterel cats ove, ore ielereNolelelesavere 1 qtr, 1625 D5 COPIES yorchenclerencteleronetetehe etsceloxedor eters 1 yr hee Zo 
KI WOOES AnsonoocouepoaCUdOU0NGD I qtre 2.50: OSS GoougnovondG00 000000000 1 yr. 6.00 
75 COPIES 2. eee cece ere ve sesere 1 qtr. 3.00 75) COPIES) | salurels eiskela(ohels| elsKelereysioiiatar= 1 yr. 38:00 

IDO) yes sasoodacbosavoou0ondOG 1 qtr. 4.00 LOO! COpIes! eqeretes enero eles cnetaler enouatons 1 yr. 10.00 Waite for Prices era 

this Beautifu ronze 
SENIOR DEPARTMENT Shield 
Z Hymn Book | 
SEntonmicacce bm sarsiette ticle ercislelerietelaverclesslelstebelelistelstelsrsterehaTeleLeli=ls 25 cents Hymns and Prayers, 50 cents; in quantities, 40 cents per copy 


(This includes all pamphlets required for efficient departmental work) 


Individual Listing 


How to Organize, including Model Constitution and 


a suggested Twenty Point Goal ..........+sesseeeeeees Free 
List of Topics for year 1929, mimeographed ................-Free 
List of Books of 1929 Reading Course ........-.--+ee+seeeese Free 
Our Past, A League History—Harry Hodges ..........-- 2 cents 
Ikaitgiaon Sonne, socegogcaooo opens oo snoous DOdga nO oOoen 2 cents 
Better Socials—Mrs. S. T. Peterson ...........-..2.++----2 cents 
Queries of the Educational Secretary .........-+eeseeeee- 2 cents 
Better Devotionals—Miss Olive Abrahamson ............-- 2 cents 
Ways to Read, Suggestions for Bible Reading ..... 2 cents 
Seven Point Program for the Missionary Secretary . 2 cents 
Better Missionary Endeavor—Miss Olive Abrahamson ...... 2 cents 
REG. IRTEMESS EocunnbebadacboosdDoudoU GoGo bonendooosad 5 cents 
Mollon; Mic tm Ibe SGAACE sacaconnecgnosopnes0gocnoacE 5 cents 


Life Service Cards, 1 cent, 10 cents per dozen, 75 cents per hundred 


Candle-Lighting Installation and Consecration Service .10 cents 
Candlelight Installation—Cross-—Sr, Pearle Lyerly ........ 10 cents 
Candlelight Installation—Emblem—Sr. Pearle Lyerly 10 cents 
Bible Reader’s Guide, July-December, 1929 plecioeiae NOW mOMCents, 


Bible Reader’s Intention Card, 1 cent, 10 cents ‘per dozen, 
75 cents per hundred. 

Membership Card, including Pledge, 
75 cents per hundred. 


(Pamphlets above at 2 cents may be purchased at 75 cents for 50) 


1 cent, 10 cents per dozen, 


INTERMEDIATE 
Intermediate Registration Certificate °...........s000-%00 10 cents 
intermediate Promotion, Certilicate ~~... sess se celecisie 2 cents 
Intermediate Reading Course Certificate .................. 2 cents 
Intermediate Packet, exclusive of large Point Program 
Wall (ewe 6 seonupesonednnodc ag 4adune conoonanooKGos 25 cents 
Sixteen Point Program Pamphlet ......... : cents 


cents 
cents 
cents 
cents 
cents 


Sixteen Point Program Large Wall Chart 
Sixteen Point Program Small Wall Chart 
Project Pamphlet 
Graduation Exercise from Intermediate to Senior League.. 2 
Reading Course and Essay Contest Pamphlet 2 


Free Life Service Pamphlets issued by the Deaconess Board and 
Board of Education 


The Deaconess Catechism 

Soldiers (Physicians)—Elsie Singmaster 

Why I Stay in the Ministry—Rev. A. F. Keller 

An Open Letter to Open Minded Young Men—Rev. E. Py Piat= 
teicher, D.D. 

A Letter—For Any Father and Mother 

Mary Slessor of Calabar é 

Give Your Daughter a Christian Education 

In the Master’s Service 

An Attractive Calling 

Would You Do It Again? 

Your Opportunity 

The Unassisted Triple 

Is Your Life Worth While? 

Where Lies the Sacrifice in the Deaconess Work? 


Pageants and Plays 


“Where West Meets East’”—lLaura Scherer Copenhaver ...... Free 
“Signal Hill”—Life Service Pageant .......-.seeeeeeeseeeeee Free 
‘Under the Southern i Cross.) vere sireletclevetals telecine) eleteleisletetietalctioten Free 
“Spirit of the Luther League’’-—Rey. E. J. Mattson ...... 5 cents 
“Sam, Son of John”—Ruth E. Fuller ..............------ 10 cents 
“A Fortunate Misfortune’—Luther C. Schmehl .......... 10 cents 
“Emblems of Eastertide’—Mrs. Paul C. Weber .......... 10 cents 
“Five Luther League Doctors” (cast seven) ............-- 10 cents 
‘Mriends to. eirlend :——V aviary © cOnlcn Weelelsloielelelstetetcketctersieus teeerel 10 cents 
“The Call to Crusade’—Mrs, Laura _Copenhaver .......... 10 cents 
“A Song in the Night’—Carolite Hyde Dreher .......... 10 cents 
DEPARTMENT 
Bible Characters and Characteristics—An aid to Daily 

Bible) Reading oo cece esc ne oe ee mle ole nisiclsiele > 1+ ole lle onto 10 cents 
57 Varieties of. Meetings for Intermediates) iriver 3 cents 
How to Organize an Intermediate League .................-; Free 
Conferences for Boys—Rev. C. P. Swank ..............-...-- Free 
Topics for 1929 (mimeographed) .......2.0s.ccsuccessisssens Free 
Program Suggestions for Work Among Boys .........+.++++- Free 
Standard Church uoee Plan (Boy Scouts of America) ...... Free 
Experiments with the Standard Church Troop Plan .......... Free 


List of Christian Quest Material on Page 31 


JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 


Organization Packet—Free 


The Why, What and Wherefore of the Junior League 
Constitution for a Junior League 
How to Organize a Junior League 


Registration Blank 12 Point Program 


*1929 Objective’? Packet—Free 
Why, What and Wherefore of the Junior League 
Pageant—‘‘Necessity vs Opportunity” 


Letter to Senior Leagues 
; Program—‘The Hope of the Church” 


Registration Blank 
Wanted: A Leader! Leaflet—Plans for 1929 Objective 


Program Packet—July-December, 1929—40 Cents 


junior Luther League Helper ‘ 
aily Bible Readings—6 “Torchbearers” 

The Twelve Point Junior Program 

Our Luther League Emblem 

Emblems of Christmas 

A Reformation Program for Junior Leagues 
Thanksgiving Program for the Little Leaguers 
Thanksgiving in the Junior League 

A Christmas Worship Program 

Worship Programs for Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 


; COMPLETE SET OF JUNIOR LEAFLETS—$1.50 
Unless otherwise noted, all leaflets may be purchased at the rate of 2 cents each, or 20 cents a dozen. 


Posters 

Go—Tell 

Picture Lesson 
Blackboard Work 

A Curio Meeting 

A Project Meeting 
Sand Table Lesson 
The Little Leaguers 
Luther’s Coat-of-Arms 
Moses—Dramatization 
Lenten Picture Studies 
Like Jesus—Devotional 
Joseph—Dramatization 
Parable of the Talents 
A Calendar for the Year 
A Reformation Program 
Good Times for Juniors 
Our Junior League Aims 
Wanted: A Leader!—free 

A Bible Drill in Genesis 
The Parable of the Sower 
Parable of Unmerciful Servant 


Story of Abraham—Dramatization 

Sentence Prayers for Junior Meetings 

Picture Lessons on the Life of Christ 

Junior Luther League Helper—5 cents 

Junior Institutes. What? Why? How? 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee—Pantomime 

Training School for Junior Superintendents 
Snapshots of Our United Lutheran Church 
Programs for the Little Leaguers—25 cents 

Why, What and Wherefore of the Junior League 
Fifty-seven Varieties of Projects for Juniors 
Constitution for Junior Luther Leagues—free 
Books: First Aid to the Junior Superintendent 
Plan for Organization for District Junior League 
How _to Organize a Junior Luther League—free 
Ask Me Another Question—About Martin Luther 
How Can I Give More to the Church.—Exercise 
Some Facts About This Book We Should Know 
Junior League Daily Bible Readings—10 cents set 
Duties of District, State, Synodical Junior Secretary 
Our Twelve Point Program for Junior Leagues—free 
One Hundred and One Ways to Interest the Juniors 


Wanted: A Junior Leader! 

The Church Year in Song 

Our Luther League Emblem 
Christmas with the Juniors 

Let’s Have a Junior Rally! 

The Story of Queen Esther 

Books of the Bible Exercise 

Here I Stand—Dramatization 
Summer in the Junior League 
Bible Drills for Junior Leagues 
The Parable of the Ten Virgins 
Tableau—Fling Out the Banner 
The Christmas Story—Pageant 
Candlelight Installation Service 
Eastertide in the Junior League 
Emblems of Christmas—Pageant 
Junior Monthly Prayer Calendar 
The Story of the Good Samaritan 
The Motto of the Luther _League 
Promotion or Graduation Exercises 
Junior Luther League Rally Hymn 
Thanksgiving in the Junior League 


Dear Leaguer: 

An interested friend offers to give $10,000 to 
the Pacific Seminary if an additional $150,000 is 
raised by June 11, 1930! 

Kindly send YOUR contribution to 


The Pacific Theological Seminary 


4302 E. 45 Street 
Seattle, Washington 


Thankfully yours, 
MILTON J. BIEBER 


Lenoir Rhyne College 


(CO-EDUCATIONAL) 
HICKORY, N.C. 


Seeks to give young men and women of today in behalf 
of Christ and the Church a capacity education crowned with 
consecration to Christian truths and ideals, 


Standard A grade. 
Strong faculty of eighteen members. 
Student body of 300. 


A small college of personal contacts and of splendid 
SUCCESSES. 


For information, address the President, Hickory, N. C. 


FoR SALE 


Lamp Shades “S;° Cuban Straw 


Invented by 


J. L. Th. Heldewier Vignon 


At $2.00 EACH and $20.00 PER DOZEN 
RO 6. Curacao, D> Wa 


5% of the proceeds will be donated to the 
Luther League of America 


Susquehanna University 


SELINSGROVE, PA. 
(Co-Educational) 
A Lutheran College with a home-like atmosphere and a 


Christian environment in the beautiful natural surround- 
ings of the far-famed Susquehanna Valley. 


Courses Leading to B.A. and B.S. Degrees 


Special Opportunities for Training in Business, Education, 
and Pre-Medical Courses 


An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


A Three Year Theological Course 
For Catalogue, write 


G. MORRIS SMITH, A.M., D.D., President 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Standard courses offered in the Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
including Pre-Medical and Teachers’ Training. 


Only Lutheran institution giving college courses in En- 
gineering or offering Military Training (R.0.T.C.). The War 
Department pays $612 in cash, clothing, etc., to students 
electing the complete R.O.T.C. course. 


Extensive building program affords College latest and 
best equipment. 

For Catalogue Bulletin and beautiful book of College 
and Battlefield views, free, address the President. 


The Rev. H. W. A. Hanson, D.D., LLD. Gettysburg, Pa. 


Muller Pipe Organs 


For use in Church, Sunday School, Residences, Schools, 
etc. Every organ a special creation for a particular use, and 
fully guaranteed. Recommended by the most eminent organists. 


The World’s Largest Pipe Organ Factory 


Booklets, specifications and full particulars on request 


M. P. Muller 


HAGERSTOWN MARYLAND 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities, A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, 
scientific and philosophical courses. New equipment. New 
science building and library. Apply early as there are many 
applications every year. 

An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. 


Send for catalogue and write for information to— 
Oscar F. Bernheim - - - - - - 
Robert C. Horn, Ph.D., Litt.D.— - - 


Registrar 
Acting President 


Wagner College 


High School and College Department, Including 
Pre-Medical Course 


Courses Leading to Degrees of A.B. and B.S. 


Fine Campus of 57 Acres, Overlooking New York City, 
Harbor and Bay 


Recognized by Four of the Country’s Leading 
Accrediting Agencies 


Excellent Faculty Good Athletic Teams 
For Catalogue apply to 


REV. CHARLES F. DAPP, Ph.D., D.D., Pres. 
Staten Island, N. Y. 


R.GEISSLER,INC, 


56 W.8th STREET, NEW YORK, N-Y. 


Ohurch Furnishings 


IN CARVED WOOD AND 
MARBLE:BRASS: SILVER 
FABRICS + WINDOWS ) 


Those Spending Sunday in Philadelphia are 
Cordially Invited to Attend 


Church of The Holy Communion 


Chestnut and Twenty-first Streets 
REV. J. H. HARMS, D.D., Pastor 


Chief Service - 11 A. 
Vespers - - - 8P. 
Bible School - 10 A 
Me BES 


Within Walking 
Distance of Hotels 


LUTHER &} LEAGUE 


Christmas Gift Suggestions Jo 
For That Friend ae a 


Luther League Memory Book - - - - $5.00 
Luther League Worker’s Handbook = - - $5.75 
Complete with all Literature of the LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Binder is Loose Leaf—Properly indexed into Departments 
Emblem Cast Iron Book Ends - 2 = Pair $ 5.50 
Emblem Solid Bronze Book Ends : = Pair $10.50 
Leather Autograph Albums and Notebook - - $1.00 


ONE of THESE BOOKS === 
Would be Appreciated "| ee 


Handy—The Loose-leaf Game and Recreation Book - $2.70 
Stunt Nite Tonight—Full of new stunts - - 1.70 
Fifty Successful Stunts—A good stunt book - - 1.70 
Phunology—A big book of complete games - - 1.70 
Parodology—400 banquet, pep and sociability songs - 90 . 
Literary Programs—Outlines for better services - 120 
Ask Me Another Bible Question—Full of Bible quizzes 1/0 
Ice-Breakers—Games for getting acquainted - - 1.50 
Sociability Songs - - - - - - Ye) 


All items postpaid, east of the Mississippi River 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Specializing in Church Printing 
429-437 Herr Street 


Harrisburg, Pa. 


SATAN ANAND ae 


